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APVERTISEMENTi 

I HA^ififiended thiirtbe Ejghib 
Volume fliould hnw completed 
the Male GheraAers s but I find 
inyfelf oUiged to intrude^ for a 
few pages^on the fucceeding one 
for thofc that tcraain.— The late 
Prime Minifter, and the a(5iual 
Leader of Oppofition^ have not 
yet been confidered j with fome 
others who deferve, and will not 
efcape, the animadveriions of this 
work, } fhall then endeavour to 
alleviate the attentioa of thofe 

who 



ADVERTISEMENT. 

tvho perufe thefe volumes, as well 
as to diverfify my own labour^ 

by a fucceffion of cioble, faihion- 

. . ■ * ■■ ■■ * * 

able, pre-eminent, or notorious 

females, who have been, fot fome 

years paft, or are, at the prefent 

moment, worthy cif regard, or 

produdive of ioftra^iom 
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CHARACTERS, &c. 

D H— — ,Efq. 

IF the man, by whofe induftry or 
invention two blades of grafs ha\re 
been made to grow where only one 
grew before, be confidcrcd as deferv^ 
ing the veneration of mankind; no 
cbmmon reward ihould be afTigned tb 
his merit, whofe happy genius has dif- 
covered the means of prcfervigg his 
fellow-creatores from the mod fatal 
of all accidents, and the moft alarm* 
ipg of all fuffcrings. 

Agriculture is a principal foufce 

of national wealth and comfort; and 

Vol. VIII. B cv^v^ 
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every invention which tends to cn» 
creafe and meliorate it's produce, or 
diminiffa i('s labours, demands an ad(^- ^ 
quate reward. But the improvements 
in Tillage arife, in general, from the 
flow operations of doubting experi-r 
cnce, among men who obtain their 
bread by the fweat of their brows, 
whofe minds are not fufficiently en. 
Ifirged to adopt, but with rel usance, 
any deviation from the pradice. qf 
their forefather^; and who are fearful 
of rifquing the moderate certainty 
yfhicl/L they poflefs, for the profped 
of greater gains which are yet un- 
known*» An improved ftate of Agri- 
culture;, 

• The more obvious and unexpected im- 
provements in Agriculture have fprung from 
the zeal of Gentlemen Farmers^ who could af- 
ford to make ezperimcsix% iVitmttVit%> ^v^d are 
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culture, therefore, though fo efleniiil 
to public profperity, does not, froin 
^ jt*s almoft imperceptible progrefs, af- 
fedl individuals with any forcible im- 
preflions of refpedt or admiration. 

The dread of famine is the laft of 
all apprehenfions in a flourifhing king* 
dom. The inhabitant of the Country 
. beholds a fcene of cultivation which 
precludes all idea of general fcarcity ; 
and he, whofe lot confines him to fhe 
Capital, views, in the markets, that 
continual current of plenty which fot- 
bids even the moft diftant imagination 

ever ready to ay'Ail themfelves of fuch as have 
been made by others ; poireffing, at the fame 
time, a fufficient degree of influence to pro- 
pagate the refultirig ddvafltiges in their ttf- 
pt&fc neighbourhoods. 
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of want to approach, where there is 
money to purchafe, — If, fr6m incle- 
ment feafons, the barvefts fhould not 
be profperous, and a partial fcarcity 
ihould prevail, the watchful care of 
Government applies a remedy to the 
misfortune, and calls the fuperabund- 
ance of other countries to fupply the 
deficiencies of our own. 

In a nation where plenty abounds, 
money will never fail to procure it : 
but the treafury of princes cannot al- 
ways command fccurity, nor the wiftft 
laws enfure protedtion. The daring 
attack of the robber may be averted 
by that vigilance which wealth can 
purchafe, or be punifhed by thoife 
laws which are awake to fubdue vio- 
lence : but thefk are accidents from 

whofe 
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whofc influence no one can claim ex- 

4 

cmption, which the moft attentive 
penetration cannot forefee, nor the 
moft continual vigilance entirely pre- 
vent. The ravage of fire is attended 
with circumftances of fuch diftrefs 
and horror, that language is at a lofs 
to defcribe them ; and all the various 
means w^ich have been invented to 
flop the progrcfs, or Icffen the evil, of '- 
this dreadful calamity, have proved but 
partial * remedies, till the pre-eminent 
difcovcry lately made by the Gentle- 
man whofe name is prefixed to thefe ' 
obfervations. 

An invention, which, at a fmall * 
expence, and from repeated e^cpcri-^ 
ment> enfures a certain prote(flion of 
life and property from the moft cruel ^ 
B 3 enemy 
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qnemy to both, demands, for it's au- 
thor, the gratitude of his country and 
of mankind. The Parliament has aft- 
cd with it's ufual wifdom in affording 
an ample encouragement to Mr. 

H 's undertaking ; and the city 

of London, by ereding a pillar to 
perpetuate a difcovery fo efiential to 
it's fecurity^ as well as to convey, to 
future times, ^p unfeigned fenie of 
gratitude to the author, has wifely re- 
newed the civic crown of the Roman 
republic *. 

But 

* A deputation from the corporate body of 
LondoD, having breakfafted in an houfe pur* 
pofely conflruded aijidfet oi) fire, on Wimblc- 
dbn^common, being at the fame tinie fupplied 
with boiling water from the combuftion of the 
room beneath thejp^^ h\i thefirfi done, of a pil- 
lar dcftined.to perpctiiat^ Mr. H— — '» name, 
ind the importaht fervice bis indefatigable ge- 
nius 
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But fuch a firaiige compoutid ti 
man, that be is Continually turning 

aiide 

•niu8 has rendered to mankind. The freedom 
of the City was alfo unanitnoufly voted ta him^ ' 
and prefented with thofe marks of public re* 
ipcft v^hich give energy to hono<ir. 

It may iiot be improper or uoentertainio^ 
to mention the accident which gave birth to 
this moft Taltiiftble diicov«ry, and, happily for 
mankiwd,' was obfcrvcd-by the in^uilrtive, iJiV 
veiHgatfng eye of the patriot {fhitofoj^her*— ^A ' 
fmall {Hccc (tf timber coveired with a plate of 
iron, a part, perhaps, of fomc'ufckft in ftni« 
ment of h«fliandi-y, was thrown, with other 
logs of wood, upon thii GCdtleman's fire,' 
^ where, though the i^ace of iron was red hor^^ 
it remained not only uncohfumed^ but appai* 
r^ntly undiminished, long after the other fuel 
was horned to afhes. This circiimftancc caugh\f • 
his mofi eager attention ; and after continuing-' 
to watch, for a confidcrable tini*<f, the very flow; 
iropreffions of the fire upon this armed biHciv^ 
he ordered it to be removed, and,, on due' in- 
vedigatioi), obferved, thw, notwithfttindingf) 
(he leDgth and htet of it^s lace fitnation, it^ 
B4 had 
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aflde from the path which would con- 
duft him to the Temple of Honour, 

to 

liad fufTered no material injury. Hence a 
>]aew and moft interefting problem aroie to in- 
vite his ardent fpirit of inquiry. The firft rc- 
fult of his fpeculations was a fcheme for cioath- 
ing the main timbers^ employed in building, 
with thin plates of iron as a moft probable 
means of leiTening accidents from fire, or, 
when they fhould unavoidably happen, of 
checking the elementary fury. But his active 
Genius did not flop herb ; from the profpeft 
of leiTening a. calamity, he, at length, arrived, 
Sy patient iludy and philofophic inveftigation, 
to the adual fupprefHon of it. He fpared no 
expence or trouble in making the moft public 
and fatisfadtory experiments ; all of which fuc* 
ceflively e(labU(hed, by the mod indubitable 
proofs, the certain beneficial efifeds of his dif- 
covery. 

This moil important invention has received 
thefupport of Parliament, theapplaufive tefti- 
mony of the city of London, and the patronage 
of his Majedy : neverthelefs, I'do not hear of 
it's being fo geaerally niof^cd as might beex- 

pefied 
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to purfue fome deceitful phantom 
which/ at bed, will lead him aftray, 
and may finally delude him to lad- 
ing difgrace and unavailing repent- 
ance. This Gentleman^ while he has 
been fo nobly engaged in diminifliing 
the mifchicfs of a furious element, — 
does not omit any opportunity of add- 

pe6led from the protefiion with which it has 
been favoured, — from the natural fears and in- 
terefls of mankind, whkh it is fo admirably 
calculated to fupprefs as well as proted ; and 
alfo from the fmall expence it occafions, being 
only 34 or 4 per cent, upon the building where 
it may be employed. The Legiflature, whieh 
has already, in a very liberal manner, pro« 

moted Mr. H ^'sDifcovery, would ad con- 

fiilent with it's general zeal for the public wel- 
fare, to think of fome means to enforce the 
application of it. 

ing 



( 10 ) . 

ing bis heavy combuftibles to keep up 
the flames of fadion *. 

W. H. 

♦ This Gentleman was firft introduced to 
pttblic notice, and nick- named, by a pamph- 
Itt, which he wrote on the finances of the 
State, ^called the Budget. At Hull^ he was 
fometime known by the title of Sir G. S - — ^'s 
Bag^Fifx; as that worthy Baronet, fwcrring 
for once from his ufual mode of conflitutional 
expreffion, mentioned him to his friends in 
that town, previous to his firft election, under 
that defcription.. The ele6lors, howlever, dui 
not like the expreflion at the time, nor the 
animal itfelf when it came to be turned out: 
atjd if any perfon but Mr. S—- — had oppofed 
htm, he- would not then have been chofen ; 
afc the fucceedkig eled^ion evidently proved. 
A vacancy, however, happened at the laft ad- 
vancement of the Rockingham parry to power, 
and he is once again a Parliament man. He 
i^ an inquhitii^e, induftrious, iingular charac- 
ter, and poffcfled of ufeful talents, which, 
till of late, have been more particularly di- 
rected to mechanical and philofophic theories, 
ilu ability in calculation may render him fer- 

viceable 
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W. H. H ,Efq. 

np HIS Gentleman boafts the fame 
"^ political difpofitions as his Bro^ 
ther, but without the power of cm- 
ploying his talents, whatever thcjr 
may be, to a better purpofe. It 

ticeablei to his party,, in ot otuof pl^ce ; but 
his parliamentarytdifcoiirfes neyer fsM tO:tluil 
the houfe,^ anjd afford a cruel ezercife to the 
pfltience of thofe who flay to hear them. 

Numbcrlefs examples might be given of 
men who have miftaken the true bent o( their 
Genius, and been ungrateful to the real f6urce 
of their fame. Mr. H— — adds anbther^o 
the number. He is anxious after political cha* 
rafler and reputation ; — but the invention to 
obviate the calamities of fire will be remem- 
bered and experienced by a grateful pofterity, 
— ^when the BuJget^ which gave a kind pf cele- 
brity for the day, and the Letters to the Cor- 
poration ofHuIij which jg^ve no celebrity at all, 
—have long been forgotten* 

fometimes 
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fometimes happens that a violent Po- 
litician fprings, at it were, from the 
ground, like the foldiers of Cadmus, 
not armed indeed with the weapons of 
bloodftied and death, but amply fur- 
ni(hed with fpeeches, refolutions, and 
pamphlets, the implements of civil 
warfare, that are replete with the zeal 
of that party which conjured both him 
and them into exiftence ^. 

J- C , 

* Ir 18 a natural objeft of patriot curiofity 
to enquire how this worthy Gentleman recon- 
ciles the political exertions of his Berkjhire 
and Gloucefier/hire interefif. IH the former 
county he is elected by the anti-minifterial in-, 
fluence: — in the latter, he has prored himfelf 
the fall and effedlual friend of the miniflerial 
party. Mr. Chftery who was fupported by 
the friends of Government in his conteft for 
the county of Gloucefter, and was, after his 
cle£iion» as fubfervient to the nod of a Mi« 
nifterasaCouotry Gentleman need to be, would 

not 
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J. C , Efq. 

• A MONG the leading features of 
^^^ modern corruption, the art, which 
young men have been taught, of fpend- 
ing their fortunes before they attain 
the poflefljon of them, is cot the leaft 
notorious. The means of evading 
the ftatuie of Ufury have been en- 
larged to a degree of enormity which 
demanded the ferious interference of 
the Legiflature 5 and though fome- 
thing was done to corrc(5l the mif- 
chief, the evil dill exifts, and the 
youth of wealthy expedations are not 

not have been chofen, if Major H— — had 
thrown his interefl into the oppofite fcale. I 
really wifh that men of violent patriotifm 
would, by a coafiftent conduct, edablifli their 
fincerity beyond the reach of fufpicion. 

excluded 
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excluded from purcfaafing certain ruin, 
by a premature acquifition of money 
at fifty per cent f. 

If, from the nature of our conftU 
tution and the courfe of national af- 
fairs, laws cannot , be contrived to 
quench abufes fo fatal to the interefls 
of Society ; if no legal penalty can be 
eftablilhed which may not be evaded 
by the urgent PafTions of Youth and 
the hungry Avance of Wealth, it be- 
. comes the duty of every good citizen 
to fupply the failure or imbecillity of 

f Id order to dircourage the borrowing of 
roooey ia China^ the legal intereft ia 50 per 
xent ;— a regulatiou which is related to ope- 
rate, ia a great sneafure, 4s a general probibi* 
tioo.*^It would not hatre that effe^ 00 the 
high-fpirited fpcndthrifts of our time and 
country. 

the 
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the Uws, by treating with (corn and 
contempt the fuborners of youthfal 
virtuj?^ and making the ufwious 
Money-lender^ who defies the . fi%- 
tutes at large, to (brink beneath the 
hatred and deteftation of mankind. 

The man who, from the frame of 
his conftitution, a fond attachment to 
fome beloved objeft, or the real com- 
forts of his (ituation, fhould manifeft 
an apprehenfion at expofing his lift 
in confequence of fome idle quarrel^ 
would become a fubjed: of no fmaU 
derifion, and experience the difiant 
manner and cold falutation df former 
acquaintance : while the greedy Pan- 
der to the wants of unrcflefting^youth» 
finds that wealth, however acquired^ 
will fuftain importance; and that pure^ 
unconuminated 



( i6 ) 

uncontaminated honour, or even a re- 
putation for common honefty, is not 
an indifpenfable qualification for a 
place in the Senate of his country. 



The Right Hon. W. E- . 

np HE charafter of this Right Ho. 
•^ nourable Gentleman offers a far 
more pleafing pidure than that which 
was the laft fubjedt of my difgufted 
fpeculation. By a wife application of 
his uncommon talents, an induftrious 
purfuit of proper objeAs^ a pleafing 
turn of manners, and a life of private 
virtue^ he has raifed himfelf in the 
opinion of mankind, and has been de* 
iervedly appointed to offices of great 

truft 
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truft and importance. la the different 
employments which have demanded 
his fcrvice, he has difcharged their re- 
fpeflive duties with an honour, zeal, 
and ability, that refleft no triBing 
luftre upon his charafter, and promife 
to his country the future fervices of an 
upright and able ilatefman*. 

W. P— . , 

♦ Mr. E polTeires talents and induftry 

which would enfure fuccefs in any profeffion ; 
nor is he lefs indited to them than to fortune 
for the rapidity of his advancement. At a very 
, early period, he feems to have acquired a 
certain degree of worldly wifdom, which qua-' 
lified him to turn every favourable circum- 
. fiance that offered to his own advantage. Ac 
the Univerfity he conciliated the affeftions of 

Lord R S— — , who introduced him to 

his brother, the Duke of M— — — , by whom 
be was brought into Parliament, and Qver 
wbofe mind, with the affiftance, perhaps, of 
his brother-in-law,|theprefcnt BUhopofB— — » 
Vol, VIII. C kc 



( it ) 

W. P— r , Efq. 

T N a country where every one is 
^ mailer of his own thoughts, and a 
perfedt liberty of cpnvcrfation is uni- 
vcrfally poflefled, the inhabitants mud: 

be 

lie acquired an iDfiuence tliat« at 9 fiKxeeding 
period, very greatly promoted his political ia- 
terefts. At this early period of his career, find- 
ing that little was to be expe^ed from the ia* 
dolent temper of his noble patron, he contrived 
to ingratiate him felf with Mr. Wedderburne* 
whp is fuppofed to have given him no fmall 
affiftancc in compofing The Treatife on Penal 
Laws, which he foon after publifhed. From Mr, 
W — — — *8 recommendation, Lord Suffolk 
received him to his unreferved friendfiiip. In 
a (hort time he was appointed Under Secre- 
tary of State, by which means he became con- 
ne6ted with, and wa8*found worthy to be con- 
fidentially intruded by. Lord North and his col- 
leagues in office. Other employments now 
waited upon him ; nor did his marriage with 

the 
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be better informed in all fubjedts of 
general knowledge and importance 

than 

the daughter of Sir Gilbert Etliot, by atiy 
vieanSj narrow the bottoin of his interefts. 
Soon after this laft eveat, we fee him appointed 
to be one of the Commiffionerty and, as it has 
i)een generally believed, the moft confidentia 
of that embally to America, fo difgraceful to 
the Britt(h empire^ But hU fervices were not 
confined to the public affairs of government,— > 
the private arrangements of adroiniflration 
were alfo indebted to his zeal and ability. At 
a period when the power of the late FirA Lord 
«af the Admiralty feemed to totter^— when Lord 
^Charles S^^*^ had determined to refign his 
place, in order to give a free vote on the naval 
4|ueilions of that day ; and even the Duke his 
brother, influenced, as feme have fuppofed, by 
the E of P-<^ — •— , was inclined to throw his 
weight into the fcale of oppofition; Mr. E— — 
contrived to turn both of them from their pur* 
pofe, and to keep them within the pale of ad- 
miniilration. He has (ince been appointed Se- 
.cretary to the Earl of Carlifle as Lord Lieute* 
iiant of Ireland, and ftilU remsuns, I believe, % 
C2 Lord 
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' than thofe of any other nation, where 
the government fupprefles liberality 

of 

Lord of Trade, and Auditor of Greenwich 
Hofpital, &c, &c« &c. 

The foregoing hiftory of Mr. E— — -'s early 
and rapid progrefs in the political world, which, 
I tru(^, is rather accurately delineated, is a rare 
example of the happy combination of Talents, 
Difcrecion, and Fortune. That his profpcrity 
is chiefly indebted to the arts of adularion and 
fervility, which has been confidently aiferted, 
can be believed only by the moil mrecerate 
prejudice :— that to his other talents he adds 
the power of pleafing, and what is called a 
knowledge of the world, I am willing to al- 
low; but, furely, more than ordinary abilities 
arc necefiary to fupport the charadef he 
has fuilaiued in the trying and important 
flations, as well as the critical conjunc- 
tures, wherein he has been employed. The 
de(5reciator8 of his merit will not, I believe, be 
hardy enough (o deny, that he is the Author 
of thofc wtll-known Letters which bear his 
name, and are addreifed to his friend, the Earl 
or C^rl'ule ; in which produdllons he has dii*. 
pLived, in the general opinion of mankind, 

not 
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of education and freedom of Ipeech. 
Hence ic is^ that, although ingenious 
men are found in all countries, and 
that, in a certain line of fcience, their 
produftions receive a merited appro- 
bation 'f the more important ofEce of 
Hiftorian, Legiflacor, and Politician^ 
is referved f©r the fubje<9t of a free 
government, where he is at liberty, 
without fear of oppreflion from any 
power, to inftrudt his country and 
mankind. Montefquieu was afraid to 
.grace his Spirit of Laws with that eu- 
logium on liberty which was ever in 
his mind. He was compelled to can- 
cel many hints and exprtfllons in fa- 

not only elegance of ftyle and an sroiable fpi- 
rit of candour and moderation, — but vncom. 
mon acutenefs of inveftigation, and a very 
•mple portion of political erudition. 

C 3. vour 
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vour of a free people, and to maflc 
with a difgufting bypothefis thofe that 
remain. He was bom to be the le. 
giQator of nations ; but the jealous 
government beneath which he lived» 
though it could not fupprefs his ge- 
nius, rendered the birth of his im- 
mortal ofi^pring, in fome degree, 
abortive. 

The people of England are much 
better informed than thofe of any 
other nation on the face of the globe : 
-^the education of their Tupcrior or- 
ders is neceffarily the moft perfeft in 
the world ; and even the lower clafTes 
are better inftruftcd than the higher 
ranks of any other country : but cor- 
ruption is making hafty ftrides to 
leflen our national charafter^ and the 

number 
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number is but too few of thofe in 
fuperior life, who» hoWcyer gifted, 
will turn from the purfuit of pleafure u 
and the enjoyments of luxury, to 
commune with the genius of their 
country, to affift her with their coun« 
tils, and, by a public jcommunicacioa 
of their fentimencs, to dmSt the po^^ 
pular attention to a rigbf view of 
popular objeds. It is no fmall con* 
folation to me at this moment, that 
Mr. P— — — 's name is before me. 
That Honourable Gentleman, though 
pofTeflTed of great wealth and high 
condition, has not been ieduced by 
indolence or diffipation from exerting 
his mind, and employing his pen, to 
promote the pubUc welfare. 

C 4 G— B-s 
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G— B— , Efq. 

T T is not in the fanaticifm of Rc- 
* ligion alone that cntbufiafm is mif- 
taken for infpiration ; — the Political 
Fanatics have alfo their fclf-delufions, 
IfY which they are led to miftake 
zeal for integrity, — abufe for fincc- 
rity, — noife for eloquence, — obfti- 
nacy for virtue,— and oppofition to 
government for undefiled Patriot- 
ilm. 

An ordinary obferver of human 
affairs might look with eager curio- 
fity towards the condud of fuch men, 
when their angry labours have been 
crowned with fuccefs, and the admi- 
niftration of public affairs Is rcfigned 

to 
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to their care. But the man of expe- 
rience in human nature, who is well- 
read in the niotives of human afbion, 
is not to be told, that they will be the 
firil CO complain of the attacks made 
upon them^ which they, with fuch 
unreferved violence, have made upon 
thofe who preceded them. 

• The furious patriot who has mis- 
taken a deQre of power for a love of 
his country, when pbflcffc^i' of the 
former, foon difcovcrs thq^ oppofing 
fpirit which has been his own boafl, 
to be no virtue in the bofoms of 
other men* Nor doej he remain any 
length of time without a full con- 
viftion, that to pull down tpay be 
the work of rude and brutal (Irength, 
but to build up, or maintain an edi* 

i&cc 
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fice already erefted, demands thst 
fcience which yields only to iabour, 
and that ikill which is the fruit of 
experience *. — ^Violent nacn can never 

• Mr. E B— '8 Reform KU, tb^tfplcn- 

did Child of Oppofition,whicli was declared,on 
its firft appearance, to be of fuch a praAicable 
sature as might be reared into immediate 
ilrength and utility; when re-produced by 
the fame gentleman, in his miniflerial capa- 
city » was fo changed in it''8 temper, features, 
and faculties, that the former fondling was 
hardly known by it's father's friends, — and 
even parental affedion was compelled to ac- 
knowledge that it was no longer a fqurce of 

"^ilattering expedation. Mr. T T— — has 

alfo found no fmall degree of inconvenience 
and diftrefs from having the battery of 
vexatious inierrogaton'es opened againft him- 
felf, which he was ufed to play off with 
fuch malicious violence agiinft a late admini- 
ftratton* 

prefcrvc^ 
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preierve^ in any fituation» a confif^ 
tency of chara&er or condud f . 



A n B— • 

T T fo happens, that, by a combi- 
''•nation of events, equally unex« 
pe£i;ed and improbable, men are fome- 
times furprized into fituations, for 

which 

f From tbe public 'Addreffes and patriot 
Anger which fiowred, in fuck copious plenty, 
from Mr. B— 's pen, at the vacancy for 
Middlefexy by the death of Serjeant GlyiiQ, 
it may be fuppbfed, that, from his anxio\n 
wi(h to reprefent a county, he had forgotten 
to alk himfeif, whether the influence by whtch 
be had been brought in for a borough was 
perfe£Uy confident with the Britifh conClitu- 
tion. I cannot be of opinion, that any man, 
who is already indebted for his feat in Parlia* 

meat 
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which neither the tenor of their pad 
lives nor their own immediate cha« 
ra&er had given any expedation» 
and to whofe attainment even the 
idlenefs of wifhing had not been di- 
refted. Whenever fuch an accident 
arrives» it is generally found to in- 
volve fome fudden difplay pf latent 
ability, or to exhibit a fcene where 
new-blown vanity afts it's bufy part, 
at the artful invefliigation of men, 
whofe inferiority of virtue bears an 
equal proportion to their fuperiority 
of underftanding, 

ment to the commanding interpofition of a 
peer of the realm, has a right to complain of 
£miiar, or indeed any, influence being ex- 
erted again (l him as a candidate for any other 
reprefentatios. 

What- 
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Whatever rcfpedability of charac- 
ter a ifian fo elevated, fo guided, and 
• fo deceived, maypoffcfsin his private 
or prbfcflional fituation, — his fim- 
plicity is fo fimple, or his honcfty fo 
much allayed with petty pride, that 
he is neither an objed: of efteehi or 
commiferation*. 

The 

* If thcfe obfervations had been left fc- 
vere,they might have been applied with more 
/uflice to the public condu<Et and character of 
the worthy alderman whofe name precedes 
them. Being a leading mah'among the City 
Diflcnters, who were warmly attached to the 
caufe of liberty, in the perfon of Mr. Wilkes, 
he became a zealous and liberal member of 
the well-known Society of the Bill of Rights. 
This circumftancei with repeated adts of 
friendihip and fupport to the then farourite 
objeft of popular enthufiafm, procured him 
a feat among the magidrates oi London , 
raifed him to the dignity of Lord Ma^or, 

and 
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The Right Hon. Mr- F ^— • 

AMONG the many obgcfts of 
tnortification with which a cor- 
rupt age diftreffcs the Lover of hu- 
man Nature, there is not one that 

more 

and the honourable ferrice of reprefenting hU 
fcllow-citizcns in Parliament, That he has 
been the dupe of Mr. W— is very generally 
btVityfcd: but if any latent ilkds ofvani^ 
were harboured in his mind, which only 
. waited for an opportunity to burft forth InjiQ 
i«xuriance, he cannot be faid to have paid a 
flrery extravagant .price for the harved of ho- 
nours which he has reaped hy the aid of hi« 
iidopted patriot, it has been the pleafure pr 
the wit of fomc;, even of his own party, to 
hold the Alderman forth as a weak and filly 
chara&er; jnor has the very perfon, who 
4irft propofed him as an obje6t for public 
^nonoura, been guilrlefs of making him a fob* 
5eft of private ridicule. In his profeflional 
capacity he ha^ borne a fair and uptight cha- 

rafter; 
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more fincerely afflids his contem* 
plative fpirit than the charadkcr whcrc- 

Tadler; as a common or chief Mapftrate of 
London, he has given fatisfadion to his fellow- 
citizens ; and the integrity of his reprefenta- 
five truO: has been eftablifiied« in the moft 
ample and public manner, by a re-eledioa 
againft powerful competitors. Men, wbofe 
lives have been pafled at the Merchant^ deik 
or in the warehoufe, cannot be expeAed to 
poflefs a brilliance of talent, or the fpleador of 
cxteroal qualifications ;— -they have fufficient 
honour in the attainment of commercial know* 
ledge, and the exerting of it with imegmy 
and fpirit. I cannot but add, that Mr.' B— *8 
parliamentary fpeech on the a^ for exporting 
Tea to America, by no means betrayed a de« 
V ficiency of underflanding adequate to his Na- 
tion. It was delivered on a fubje6i of which, 
from his particular branch of trade, he was 4 
perfed judge,~and confided of a plain^ com* 
mercialy but powerful ai^ument againft fome 
of the leading motives which government had 
declared to be the foundation q£ the fatal aiea- 
fure which he oppofe£ 

in 
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In diffipation and luxury have baffled 
the moft partial efforts of oature. 
When a mind, framed with that na- 
tive ftreiigth which is the cradle of 
jgreat talents, and pofTeffing that happy 
intuition: which faves the toil of at- 
tainmehfand anticipates experience; 
when fuc||i a mind, turning alide from 
thofeobjcdts which are worthy of it's 
purfuit, applies it's beft energies to 
the^ commerce of the gaming-table, 
withput exception, the moft aban- 
doned fchool of profligacy •, it almoft 
ftaggers the refolutions of virtue, and 
adds a fignal boaft to the triumphs 
of vice. 

In the catalogue of human evils 

there does not appear to be any one 

whofc effcAs are fo obnoxious to hu- 

.< man 



-tnan liappinefS as the Love of Ggmc. 
It ftfikes at the root of every noble 
quality of the heart,, declares open 
hoftility againfk all the duties of fo- 

^cial'life, and creels an aliarix>'the 
phantom of honour on the ruins oT 

^common honefty : in Ihort, it befouls 
the faireft mind, arid annihilates all 
the htd :fenfibilities of the human 

Xhara&er. 

If si gameftcr pef forms a good ac- 
tion, it is done with the fame indif- 
.fercnce v^hich accompanies the com- 
miffion of a bad one. He reKeves 
the nccelTities of an unfortunate com- 
panion with no greater fympathy flian 
he felt at themomcnt when lie him- 
felf completed his ruin : or, bellow- 
ing a tranfient attention to the dff- 

Vol. VIII. D tractions 
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traAiorM of an infatuated wretch who 
has juft loft the laft ftake of a large 
fortune, he calmly wonders that any 
one (hould venture to engage in play, 
who does not poflfefs a fufficient refo^ 
lution to fupport iCs misfortunes^ 

A life of play is a life of difho* 
nour, — it*s objcifts, it*s motives, and* 
for the moft part, it's fociety, are dif- 
honourable. It is a continual fever, 
a fuccellion of hot and cold fits, 
which in the end dcftroy every nerve 
of virtue- What is the Gamcfter*s 
boaft but the ruin of other men ? 
His happinefs, if his intemperate fa« 
tisfadions deferve that name, grows 
out of others mifery. He blafphemes 
at advcrfity, and makes the worft ufc 
of profperitj'^ He unites in himfclf 

the 
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!<heaviftritt(^the mifer who bcuird^, 
«id the profufkm of the fpendthrifc 
wbadiffipaee^. He gam^ his wealth 
Jike ft knave, add he fpends it l^e a 
ibol. 

!t is bttt juft^ however, to obferve, 

^hsi^ although the ardour of gamt 

-degrades the ftrongeft reafon, it*s diC- 

.trefles have been known to awaken 

vihe fufFcrer to happier exertions. An 

.aAive mind, when driven from one 

-objeft, miifl: neceflarily feize upon 

another, or be loft in defpair ; and 

though the repentance of a gaming- 

table'^s generally a repentance of the 

pafiions,— -ic is not impoflibk but 

that a cultivated tn'md^ originally vir^ 

tuous, and not irrecoverably corrupt- 

-«ed, may, by lofing the means of in- 

D n dulging 
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"dulgixig it's former debafing iDcIias^ 
tioiis, be brought hack to a ienfe of 
inac honourt as the faculties of rea- 
.ktiy diforderedbyrdileafe».are.refl:ore4, 
by the blifl:er*s power, to their wootcd 
intelligence.. If at the period of dif- 
4ppoiatment and difgvft ^t paft mis- 
fortunes, the iQan of tajents (bould 
.take the road which leads to the 
temple of honour, , the errors of his 
former life will be thrown into obli- 
vion by the beoeQcial virtue of .his 
future jears** 



« Th^Right Hoipoarablc Gcntlemap, by a 
humane contemplation of whoft , charadicr 
thefe poignant and juft obferyatiens may have 
been fuggeded, is, I believe, well known to 
•have given the whole force of his undcrftand- 
ing and .attention to the concerns of the ga- 
.ming.houie. ;Bujt, 1 inift, tbac.fuch a.la. 

uneatable 



'Tp O exprefs any, degree of fur— 
-* prife at a difference of charac- 
ter and Gondiwft in parents and chil-- 
dren>.wauld -betray. fuch an ignorance 

iBcntable purfuk ha^ not depraved his uncom* 
moD talents,.iJor entirely corrupted his hearty. 
Hoxv far the love oi game may have operated 
upon the latter, I -can not telt, as F do not. 
know tiim ; but his exercilfe of the forme r». 
in the office of Secretary of State to a late 
Viceroy of a lifter kingdom^ proves, beyond all 
d^obr, that he not only poifeiTef great (Irength 
of uodejdlandiogy but the ready faculty of ap*- 
plying it to the puffing occafion. In a time 
of great danger and difficulty he obtained the 
good optiion of the jealoiis people,, ki whole 
government he pofTelTed a leading and unfuf- 
pedled ftatibn. To his wit, and Other ele- 
gant accomplrfhrnents which he is faid to pof- 
Mij I cannot baara'perroflal teftimony ; but 
the univerfal voice of all who know him is 
loud and laviih in l^i? praife. ' 

D s of 
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of the world andwantof obfcrvatioi^ 
as would well ^neric the moft aniu 
mated fneer of ridicule. Nev^Fthe-^ 
lefs, there are many and no uncom- 
tnon circumftances which fender a 
father's progreis though life as worth^r 
of a partial imitation^ at leaft^ fron» 
his offspring. 

In the ordinary intercoiar fe of fa- 
ciety, men who know the work},, ^nd 
govern their adtions by the rules of 
poliihed life, whatever their private 
fcntiments may be^ will never openly 
oppofe themfelves to thofe particular 
errors, or foibles which mack the 
charafter of theif friends. Thfcy 
cautioufly avoid the poffibilrty • of 
giving offence, by any the moft dif-. 
cant ^luHon to circumftances which 

may 
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may call forth a regret in the hofoni^ 
or caufe a blufh to rife upon the 
cheeky of thofe with wlibm they- coh- 
verfe. Thefe attentions to what is 
called good manners and foeial deco- 
rum, are obgefts of fuch ferious con* 
fideration, that many might be found 
who would feel a more fcnfible morti- 
fication at an accidental breach of 
them, than would arife, perhaps, from 
the omiffion of a moral duty, or even 
the commiffion of an a£lual crime. 

If fuch a regard be thought due to 
the 'common mifcellaneous acquaint* 
ance of the day, fome degree of cau- 
tious refped (hould be ^aid to the 
memory of thofe who are no more, 
from whom we fprung, by whofe ten- 
der care we have been educated, and^ 
to whofe labour we arc indebted for 
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our. fortiuie. That *a man fhould.^ 
Ihape his condu^ by a fcrupuloua, 
adherence to thacof his ifather, would 
be as idle as to be governed ia his own^ 
drefs by. the fafhion of his father's 
wardrobe. He. may be (enfiblepf a 
parents failings and avoid, them, with^ 
out calling the public attention to 
his own fiiperior virtue. He may, 
take a different path from. that in 
which a fatlier trod, without a boldj 
appeal to. mankind on their compa-e 
rative merit. He may even improve 
upon the conduft of an anceftor with 
fuch a degree of filial delicacy,^ as, 
may fcrve to turn any calumniating^ 
attention from the fepulchre pf his 
family. A living parent may be able 
to protect his own charader; but 
the faithful care of his pofthumous 
iteputation. he bequeaths to. his furr 

viving;; 
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viving offspring. An ample illirf*^^ 
tr^on might accompany thefe femi- 
ments : but I (hall only, add, that a 
man who Hvc^ in^ a ftatc of aftive and ' 
zealous oppoGtion to the friends of^ 
his father's fortune, is guihy of in- 
gratitude bouh to tha living and the 
dead*.- 

* Ml*. B-^ V father, whett clcdtcd aai 

alderman of 'London^ wras in a tnediocrky of. 
circumftaDcet which many thought, at that, 
time, to be a difgrace to the magiflerial dig*' 
nity of the city. However, by fuhfequent'^ 
contrail With gotvernment^ he became, >ts.iie 
died, one of the moft weah'hy merchants 
in the Britifls dominions^. The inheritor off 
his noble fortune has,, in and out of parlia»» 
ment, been a conflant apd violent partizan of 
that opppfition which fo continually emhar- 
raffed the reigning adminiftrailon wbtn the 
foregoing ihtcwd obfervations were written. 
As a naattcr-of private curiofity , I^ fhould ht 

gladv 
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A W , Efq. 

^T^HE Lawyer who unites the 
•* erudition of his profeffion with 
the attainment of more enlarged anti 
liiberal fcience, poifefTes either a due* 
tility of mind which » capable of 
receiving any impreflion, or is endued 
with that rare comprehenfive fupe* 
riority of underftanding which com- 
itiands the avenues of univerfal know- 
kdge. 

The Laws of England, though 
formed upon the principles of ren- 
dering a people happy beyond any 

glad to be ia formed havr this gentleman con- 
duQed himfelf on the repeated bufinefs of the 
Cfiniradoribili in the Houfe of Commons. 

Other 
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other code that now does or ever du$ 

exift in the worlds are not calculated 

to enlarge the nnnds of it's profeflbcs*- 

The forms with which the jealoufy 

of public juftice has guarded all legat / 

proccfs, — the *obfolete language that 

cuftom has continued to law pro* 

ceedings, — the ufages,' ftatutes^ an'd * 

judicial decrees, which form the rule 

of public decifion^ all tend to keep 

the mind within a certain circle o€ 

formal knowledge that precludes aicif 

bold excurfive flights to the diftant 

regions of Science. A lawyer may be 

a diilind, able, judicious, and ready 

reafoner, but he feldom rifes to the 

eharader of a great orator^ The nas 

ture of his daily ta& is againft it- 

To comment upon a doubtful law, 

to tracfe the hiftory of an ancient cul^ 

torn. 
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tortiy CO 'illuftrate or explain away m 
judicial report, to traverfe the mazes^ 
of a title-deed, to examine a witncfs^ 
and to addrefs a ji*ry, do not, very* 
often, afford an opportunity for the 
foperior exertions of Eloquence. It 
is very feldom, indeed, that an advo-- 
cate of the frft reputation, and the- 
longcft pradice, has-found himfelf in 
a» fituation which demanded the ut— 
moft efforts of his knowledge, his 
ftill, and his eloquence^ If ta his 
profefTional charaAer be added thatr 
of a member of parliament, he may ^ 
find an occafional opportunity of^ 
giving his^ powers their foil frwdom, 
unfhacklcd by the inftruftions of a 
brief, the forms of a court, or the 
ktter of the flatutes. But fo it is,. 
that in every ficuatioD» whether pub*- . 

lie 
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-Be or prhratc, the Lawyer breites 
ifoithf.and the bar predominates. 
There may be, now and chen, an ex- 
an^pie of abilities which difdain all 
iand every reftraint, where predonii- 
jiant genius refines the ftower that 
'threatens to -^obftrufdt ft, Md: illumi- 
nates (he drowfy gloom of^formil 
fcience. -Such a ra«e example now lives 
to employ the aftonifhment of man-" 
kind *. That eminent pcrfon, dcfer- 
^ vedly confidercd as a phcenomenor}, 
.does not counteraft the truth of n^y 
general pofuions. And 4 am taught 
to believe, that the aWe advocate, 
whofe name is before me, though he 
-may at times fucceed in giving fome* 

* I feel it almod impertinent to anfwer 
iMs allufioa wiih tbe.naune of the Earl. pf 
-Mansfield, 

^hat 



-^iihtt of a ckflical garb to his ^ead- 
iogh is an eauunple to xonfirm 
4hcin 4> 

f The wtidfo^ef thit eminent 'iay^ytf^ 
public life would be a mod curious piece of 
.political and profeffional biography^ .3ut I 
-could not juftify the affi^oing him fuch a 
.|KimoD4>f thefe pages asr would be recfuifite 
for his complete ilUtfiratioD. A few leading 
eircumdances,. however, of his life aod for- 
tune ^all not be omitted. 

Mf.W«^.--«»<*^WA8 educated for th&ScottKk 
, bar, but not finding a iufficient degree of en- 
couragement^ he followed the example of 
thoufands of his xountrymen, and came to 
London, in a fituation^ and with an appear* 
ance, which created other . emotions than 
thofe of envy: but fortune foon began to 
fmile upon him and jto^promi^ .future fa* 
cvours. His praiSlic^, for a yc^ung^xjijan, be- 
came con£derabie, and his induflry and abl- 
:4icics weie gkining grouqd^ when Lord B— > 
.at the conMneacement of his unfortunate ad- 

miniftraciony 
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Mr. S 1 G r. 

JT often happens., that, from events 
* the moft uncxpedlcd as well as the 
lead probable^ men are conducted and 
ibenetimes hurried into fituations, to» 

wardi 

miDtftracion, brought him into spattianiieat for 
^nc of the goverQraent boroughs. This cir- 
. vumftance could not be omutt:d, as he is snore 
generally known by his parliamentary than 
ik'is profeffional abilities. When Jiis patroa 
was forced from his high oihce in the ilate, 
Mr. W--- — -w- was confideccd oLJiifficient 
confequence, by every party, to (ind a ready 
admittance into the fenare, where he never 
failed to ftand forth .whenever he thought the 
occafion worthy of his exertions. He was 
once even inflamed into oppofition, and in the 
contefts about the Middlefex eleclioh^ 'he noc 
only oppofed government with the moft fan* 
^uine violence in parliament, but even at- 
tended the county- meetings at Yorky tore- 
probate^ what he was pleafed to ftyle, tfie 

i:orrupt 
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^mzifds which there has. not been tm 
encouragement to dired): an idle wiffa. 

To 

corrapt and unconftitixtion'al decifum o£. tho 

Houfe of Commons. Nay, fo Far did his ' 
.-seal operate in this bufiDefsy that he vacated 

his feat, becaufe it was given him by a weU- 
r known Baronet of the court- party. 

. On' Mr. Grenville's deaths to whofe poli* 
. tical fortune he had heen fome time attached^ 
. ')ie founB it convenient »to t^ke another foutet 

to adopt new opinions, and to be totally un- 
, influenced by his former •condudi and fenti- 

ments, which he never hesitated to belye and 
..contradifi whenever fuch a duplicity was ne* 

ccffary for 'the fervide of hi« new .connedlions. 

Since that pcriod^hc has rlfin to be Solicitor 
. and Attorney General, Chief Juftke of the 

— * — — , and a peer of the realm. The Seals 

were his objed, but he.was difappointed by the 

•intrepid vigilance and fuperior abilities of the. 

, noble. lord. who is now the guardian of them. 

His abilities, not originally great, have 

been improved by uncommon labour, and arc 
. accompanied with that kind of judgnoenc 

whioh 
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4\) fuch an event this learned hw- 
ycr owes the popularity of his life, 

" which refts in the midway between wifdoRi 
and cunoinig. 'He'is «'corre&, methodical, 
and plaulible fpeaker, pofi<^ng a ready, buc. 
not a rapid fluency, and deeply ikilled in ail 
the arts of promoting the temporary purpofes 
of debate. He 'has^ indeed, been fometimei 
known to^ifplay a fpirit of manly eloquence.; 
and it muft be acknowledged that tl^ cele- 
brated Pbillipic he pronounced againft Dr. ■ 
Franklin before the Privy Council, would do 
honour to the beft orators of our time and 
country. 

•In pcivatc life he roaypoiTefsthat degree of 
pride and felf- conceit which, however offers' 
five, is almoft pardonable in men who haVc 
rifen from nothing to unexpedled grearnefs. 
Lord L — — .— . ia by no means a popular 
character: the good opinion of the public 
do&s not opprefs him.; and I have heard that 
his perfonal virtues, whatever they may be, 
have never attrad^ed. any .flattering tribute of 
private friendihip. 

VouVril. E and, 
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acid, at the fame time, perhaps, the 
IqIs of tranc^uillity and (he ruin of 
iiis health. 

. Whether the law quedions which 
called him forth into the blaze of 
.public notice, adminiftered to his real 
happinefs, he alone can determine. 
Of popular applaufe he has had his, 
ihare, and even his opponents are 
ready to acknowledge that he main- 
tained the principles upon which he 
began his public career with un- 
Ihakcn conftancy, and prefcrvcd a 
confiftent character to thelaft *• 

E 

♦ When Mr. WiHces wir« coimiaitted to the 
Tower under the apprehcnfion of a General 
Warrant, as the Author of the North Briton, 
application was made to Mr. Serjeant D^wy to 
move for an Habeas Corpus, on the occaCon, 
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TTi HIS very aWc, eminent, anci 
^ conftituuonal Lawyer is in the 
^high road to the fiift honours of his 
>profcflion \ 

It 

in the court df Common Picas ; bur being one 
of the King*8 Serjeants, he thought it pru- 
dent to decline the office, and recommended 
his brother Glynn, as one of the rood learned 
and indefatigable^ lawyers inWcftminfter-Hall. 
^He was accordingly employed in that, and all 
the fucceeding popular qneflions and trials, 
'in which 'he difplayed the abilities of a great 
lawyer and the zeal of a true patriot. Hit 
• public life is well known, and was fupponed 
by no common fhare ofprivate virtue. 

* This declaration, was prophetic of that 

rank which this eminetit advocate has. fincc 

attained. But after he had been, for fome time, 

A — G — , his expectations, and perhaps his 

-ambition, did not look beyond the prefidency 

E 2 of 
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It appears to me, that many of Ac 
4idcient h^edicary nobles look with a 

jcalou^ 

of *n in forlor court of j^dice. The Seals were 
fecretly inttnded, by .the leadin|; influeoce of- 
the cabinet, for the Solicitor- General ; and 

Mr. T had almoft made up his mind to 

accept the appointment of Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer, when an accidental hint of a 
friend opened hrs eyes to the game whicU 
was playing againft him,. and determined him 
to prefs forward to the higheft ofHce of the 
law. — As the anecdote .is fhort as well as cu- 
rious, it (hall be related : The A ^ after 

the bufinefs of the morning, was met upon 
his walk in the neighbourhood of Weftmin- 
fter-bridge by a friend, who alked him con- 
cerning the truth of a report, that he was to 
fi^cceed the Chief Baron of the Exchequer; to 
whom he anfwered, that he was then in the 
a6tof refieding upoii the bufinefs, and, tired 
«s he was of the labour of the bar, he thought 
the bench that was offered to him would 
prove an eafy and comfortable retreat for the 
left of his days. Whereupon^ his friend re- 
plied,—*' Then you will be, la the opinion of 

all 
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^lous eye upon thofc Who win tficrr 
way to the peerage by the laborious 
^nd rugged afcentofthc law, I can- , 

not 

all mankind, the dupe oFa cunnrag Scotch^ 
man, who has, by bis intrigues, brought about 
the bufinefs not¥ in agitation, that he may 
iecure the S — s to himfelf, in defiance of 
your better claim and fuperior talents.*' Oa 
this information, he determined to rejed the 
offer then before him, and to (pare do paint 
in making his way to the high office he now 
poflcffes.— Whoever compares the uncommon 
abilities this great lawyer has difplayed, as- 
Attorney-General^.a member of> parliaments^' 
peer of the realm, and LordHigh Chancellor^, 
with the notorious pleafurable indolence and/ 
coifee-houre dalliance of no very diflant pe-' 
fiod, muil acknowledge, that he pofleflbs a 
flrength of underftanding and quicknefs of 
-talents which have but few examples. His 
eloquence partakes of his character, and is 
bold, explicit, deci(ive«.and inflexible. His 
arguments are powerful and univerfal ; and^ 
though his manner is difdainful of the graces*, 
Ei' to 
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not fuppofe that fuch a circumftanoc 
can bei among the common dclufiom 
of pride, which, wrapped up in it'i 
own importance, cannot, or will not, 
fee, that^ in the eye of unprejudiced 
feafon, the man, who himfclf obtains 
honours, is a more deferving obje^ 
of applaufe, exclufive of other merit, 
than any of his fucceflbrs who are the 
pai&ve inheritors of them» 

Lawyers, who are el^rated tQ tht 
Peerage, take their leat with all the 
qualifications necelTary to excel the 
hereditary peers*. A perfcft know* 
ledge of every branch of the'confti- 
tution^ the gift, of public fpeaking^ 

he commandsanenergy of ex predion whidi, 
though it may not charm, is a moft formida^. 
Ue.epgine in. the art of pcrfoafion.. 
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^e arts of debate and the habits oB 
public bufinefsy together with the con- 
comitant mafs of knowledge which,, 
abftraft^d from the intuition of ge- 
nius, an eminent advocate muft gleatr 
in the courfe of long praftice, will ' 
give him a natural fuperiority ia^ 
either Hbufe of Parliament. Pridis 
is a fore and a fufceptiblc paffion ;. fa 
that, after all, the titles of antient: 
times, nurtured in arrogance, tnay feel 
^ mortification in being obliged to 
giv'e way to fuperior underftanding,* 
when decked only with theinJ&m ho- 
nours ofyefterday f. 

It- 

+ The Earl of Hardwicfee, when hc^ prc- 

£cled IB the Houfe ofXords, never delivered- 

bis opinion but on Law or conilitutional quef* 

tk>nt : and I am difpofed to thinks that the 

E4 pra6licc 
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. Ic is, however, on mca of fuch unv- 
derftanding thac.a nation is. to depend 
ifor conftitucional fervice, and the So-^ 
vereign for honeft councils.. Being 
poffefled of minds long inured to toil- 
fome exertion,. theyJind an attention* 
to the lefs arduous and more enlarged 
duties of their new flation to be^ as 
it were, a refrefhment from paft la- 
bour : — the habits of the gaming-- 
houfe, and effeminacy of luxurious 
life,, neither diftradt their thoughts, 
impair their talents, or beget in them, 
an indifference for the public wel- 
fare; and, not being brought up in 
the fervility of a court, they may be 
more naturally fuppoiibd to poflefs 

pra6\ice of fome of his fucceflfbrs, in mingltag 
with every petty minifterialconTerfatioD, haf 
not kidded to their official dignity. 

that 
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that unpolifhed intrepidity of charac.*- 
tcr, which dares ta offer unvarnifhed 
truth to the Royal ear *.. 

It is my firm opinion, that every 
patent, which confers the peerage cm 
an able and diilinguifbed Lawyer, 
infufes no fmall portion. of ftrength 



* It is generally thought, that his Maj^fi jr 
pays a very peculiar attention to the opinion, 
of this learned Nobleman; for which prc^ 
fercnce he is fuppofed.to be indebted to thac 
plain, unreferved mode of ,expreilion» by which 
the late Lord Northington 2LOC\\x\rt6^ fo. large a 
fiiare of the royal favour and bounty : though 
certain (hrewd obfervers of human nature 
have ventured to affert, that no common de* 
gree of art may be employed beneath the 
unembroidered veil of blunt and UDpoliihed 
dtfcoiirfe.. 

and; 
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bnd'underftanding into the body o£^ 
aobilityf. 



A K .- 

T F there is any charader which da^- 
"■^ mands the pre eminent refpedt of 
every Britifli fubjedt, it is the intre- 
pid naval officer whofe life has been 
paffed ia vanqui(bing the enemies, 
protcfting the commerce, and en— 
creaGng the glory o£ his country. 

f According to this idea, do inconfiderable 
<}uaotity of health and vigour has been of late 
iofufed into the hereditary council of the jaa* 
tioD* But I am afraid that by the late ample- 
creation of Law peers, a part, or rather^ if £ 
may be allowed to pun, Fariy alone i»- 
ftrengthenedf^and not the whole. 

To 
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'So her naval power Great BrittiA^ 

muft look for fupport, profptfrity^, 
and honour; and, in the hiftory of 
it^ is feen the courfe of that coloflal. 
greacnefs which has rifen fuperier to ■. 
every nation of the. antienc djt modern : 
world* 

The naval education of tinies paft. 
was directed to no other object but 
[grbfeffional excellence, and difdained 
thofe graces which give a luftre tOi 
poliftied life. The failor, howeve^ 
high his ilation or command, was 
bafhful and ill at eafe in mifcellane- 
ous fociety. His rough fincerity knew 
not how to conform itfcif to the flat*, 
fcring phrafe of elegant converfation. 
The ocean was his element^ the quar^- 
tcTrdeck his tbeatre^.and the battle 

his 
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TA$ delight- The man, who felt Him- 
fillf uneafy amid the ceremonies of a 
drawing-room, and would (hut his eans^ 
againft the mufic of an opera^ found, 
in the engagement of an enemy, the 
energies fuitaWe to his nature, and 
was glad when his voice was drowned 
in the thunders of the fight. Such 
was Hawke-j fuch:are the few who re- 
main of his fchool, — and the Honour^ 
able Admiral whofe name precedes 
thefe obfetvations,, is in the firit rank 
of them.. 

A new fyftem has- fihce prevaitedi 
The nayal officer is now become a 
roan of polilhed manners, and is not 
diftinguifhed, by any hardy rough- 
Dcfs of charader, from the filken fons 
of luxury.. Wihether this, change will 

leffcn 
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SdSen the fuperior reputation of our 

naval commanders, might be a mat- 

tpr of intercfting fpeculation to thofc 

who love to fpcculatc : but time aloM 

can decide the quelSion, and to that 

tribunal I am not afraid to lefign 

it^^ 

G r 

*• Thefe animated fcntlments were written 
previous to the memorable 27th of July : 
a day of great national misfortuae ; but I will 
never acknowledge it'to be a day of natibnal 
difgraccy ih oppoiition totheoaths of no fmall 
number of the bed -and braveil oiBcers in the 
Britiih navy, who either gave their evidence- 
dr pronounced judgment on the conduft of 
the noble Admiral. . If the reputation of that 
gRliant officer is not fully cilabliihed after 
fuch -a triply futiire guilt, as far as it relates 
to perfonal fame, has an ample authority to 
reprobue any condemnation ; and future in- 
nocent is for ever deprived of folid confok* 
tion from any acquittal. Onthe other hand, 
4ie entered with a degree of open aaimofity 

info 
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TTpHERE is a certain fpccics d 

^ charaftcr, which, from an hardj 

intrepidity of fpirit, is not framed u 

conciliate the regards of private af 

fe&ion 

ianto the oppofition to his Majefty's ienranti 
which was highly ioiprudent^— -^and he ac< 
companied it with declarations that were not 
only unprofeffional, but bore the eviden 
marks of pique and defiance. Hi& zeal, how. 
ever honeft^was intemperate, and led him intc 
errors, which his impartial cotemporanes can* 
not applaud, and pofterity will unceremoni 
cully condemn. 

1 he condu^ of the nation towards A- - - 
K— '— has afforded a very fingularexamph 
of Engliih caprice and generofity. After hi( 
unfuccefsful engagement with the enemy at 
the coaft of France, the people, dtfap)K>intec 
in their fanguine expedations, did not for upk 
to.pafs their fevere fentence on an oiEcer whc 

hac 
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ifeftion^ nor becomes fubjeft to die 
fofter influences of domeftic life, but» 

lad long been the oh]c€t of their higheft eftU 
mation : bat on the unexpected and injudi-^ 

«ciouf accufation of him by Sir H— P — — — ^ 
the public fentinsent of regard immediately 
returned towards a forinery and, as it ap. 
pcared, a perfecuted, favourite. During the 
court-martial, a general agitation appeared ia 

ids favour throughout the kingdom ; and his 
very bonourable-acqiuttal was followed by « 
prodigality of rejoicing unparallelled and uni- 
vcrfal. 

The more enlarged ^nd liberal education 
of our modern naval officers has nor, as 
yety been attended with any confequences 
difgraceful to their charader. The prcfent 
war has afforded examples of courage and con- 
duit equal to any other. yuUus Cafar was 

^ufed to fay, that his foldiers fought beft when 
they were perfumed ; and the gallant nobility 
of France do not lofe, in the luxurious and 
effeminate pleafures of peaceful times, that 

.fenfe of honour which urges them to encoun- 
ter, with unreferved courage, the toils of 

«€afnps and' the dangers of war. 

.nevcrthelefs, 
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rievcfthekfs, difplays a kind of un* 
amiable utility when engaged in pub^- 
lie concerns, and dire&ed to objedU 
of doubtful enterprife. 

. In a government where every puhr 
lie concern paffes through the.invef- 
tigation of, and every perfon em- 
ployed in the ftate is liable to have 
his conduft examined by, a popular 
affembly, — there is a political advan- 
tage if but one member of it will 
dare to lift up his voice agairift all 
^parties, and endeavour to ftcm the 
.'hafty torrent of public opinion. 

There are momentary periods tin 
all free governments, when men and 
raeafures arc the objects of unreflcfl:- 
ing applaufe or condemnation. The 

firft 
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"^fott impreflion of the people isoft^ 
• founded in error: anaccidentalevenr, 
which could' not be forcfccn or pre- 
vented^ will, fomecimes, raife a cow* 
ard to fame, or condemn an hero to 
difgrace. Party operates ftom mo- 
tives founded in paflion, which, hav- 
ing no objedt but it's own . gratifica- 
tion, is ofcen indifferent as to any 
other refuk of it's efforts. To op- 
pofe, therefore, the h^fty decrees* of 
public zeal, to trace a(flions to their 
fource in the moment of impetuous 
decifion, and to rcfift the power of 
party in the exulting career of vic- 
itory, demands a kind of public dar- 
ing which is poflefled by few. Such 
a man, though he mull fail in the 
moment of conteft, may accelerate 
the return of general reafon. Tahim 
Vol. VIII. F the 
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the virtuous and the brave may owe 
an early Teftoration of their fame ; — 
;from his rcfolution the laurels which 
have been bcftowed by caprice may 
experience a precipitate decay, and 
the public apprehenfion be more im- 
mediately called i forth to detcft the 
motives of contending parties. 

Thefe opinions would, perhaps, 
find as little approbation as the cha« 
rafter they are intended to delineate. 
Mankind, as wdl as individuals^ how- 
ever they may wi(h to be right, feel 
a mortification in the proof that they 
have been wrong, and do not regard 
the author of fuch a conviftion with 
complacency or favour.. Self-love is 
.pniverfal; it ads in an aggregate as 
•well as a particular capacity ; and^ 

io 
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in either fituation, is equally indif- 
.pofcd to receive the pain of humili- 
ation without indulging emotions of 
refentment. 

But, whatever variety of opinions 
there might be concerning the good 
or evil of this fpecies of character in 
the internal regulations of fociety,— 
it will not be denied that there arc 
'fcenes of aftion in which, when they 
become neceflary, fuch a man muft 
be employed. In a ftate of war, ic 
often happens that plans of enter* 
prizef are formed, which, though of 
indifpenfable necrflity, are of uncer- 
tain cxpedation ; where the danger 
Is great, and the views of fucccfs 
more than doubtful. The officer 
>F.2 whofc 
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whofe reputation is already eftablifl 

ed, will be averfe to put it to fuch 

perilous hazard. Some might thih 

the nature of the propofed operatioi 

to be beneath the dignity of their pa 

exploits ; while others, who pofle 

every difpofition r equifite for the bi 

finefS) look, with apprehenfion, t 

the evident poffibility of failure, an 

the undefcrvcd difgracc which. fo oi 

ten waits upon the beft endeavoui 

when unaided by fortune. In fuct 

land it might be, an important ex; 

gency, that man is . alone capable c 

fcrving his country with gffeft, wh 

is refolved to deferve fuccefs tfioug 

he (hould not obtain it," — who poi 

{tffcs the rcfolution to fuftain himfel 

.amid the outcries of momentary dii 

appointment 
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appointment, and can calmly wait the; 
return of public reafon to demand his 
rewatd ** 

J- 

♦ The honourable Governor or Common' 
dore, for both thefe titles feem to be indiffb* 
rently affimilated to this Gentleman's name, 
does not appear to have been troubled with 
the leafl degree of ceremonious heiiration in 
any part of his life ; nor, however the pofition 
of his charafler may vary, does he bCfTay a 
difpofition to be an apologift, even for himfelf* 
He was a violent panizan of the oppofuion to 
Lord North's admtniflration, till he was named 
to be one of the American Comraiiiionerss 
and the Mini/ter feems to have had no com^ 
inon confidence in the hardihood of his tem> 
per, when he affigned to him the power of 
venal diftribufion. Whether he actually of- 
fered or only hinted a bribe to a member of 
the Congrefs may be known by an examina- 
tion of the affidavit, made in America, which • 
relates and records the tranfadlion. This pare 
of his condud, however, fo highly offended 
the rulers of rebellion, that they infilled upon 
F 3 . his 
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j_ G , Efq., 

T T affords me great fatisfaftioi 
'*' when, in the courfe of thefe ei 
quiries, the charafter of a refpedab 
country, gentleman prefents itfelf i 



hU dircontitiiiing the oftenfibk office i 
Commiffioaery as the only terms upon whi< 
Chey would continue any commnnieatii 
with the bumbled remains of the Briti 
cmba%. — ^Wihat bis naval abilities may b 
I do not know ; but he mufl have no litl 
confidence in them bimfelf, when be ve 
tured upon ib new, To fingular, and (b fevc 
an examination of Lord Howe's condufi 
the American feas, while the whole na^ 
coniidered it as a the/ d*am)re of nautic 
Scill and profeflional exertion. From a nc 
fyftem of his own invention, he, boldly ai 
without referve, endeavours to make it a 
pear that the noble Lord bas given no %n 
proofs of the one or the other. With t 
fan^ eafe iliathehad employed bis thco 



/ 
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my confideration. That rank of men* 
are the moft faithful and unequivocal 
friends of their country. 1 moft de- 
voutly wilh that the Lower Houfe of: 

Part 

of the comparative proportions of naval force 
to the difad vantage of another, he negledls 
the application of it to his own fituation at 
Satfit Jago^ where he, m6ft certainly, did 
not reduce it to pr^fticc. The expedition 
which he commanded did not prove fo fuc- 
cefsful to his country as to himfelf ; not that^ 
I mean to doubt his zeal for the public fer- 
vice, if unfavourable events had not co-ope^ 
rated to fruftrate it's defigns. But To know- 
ing 39 the Commodore is declared to be in 
the tranfa£lions of the Eaft- India Company 
and their fervants, he could not be ignorant 
of the general idea which prevails in Leaden* 
hall-ftreet and elfewhere, when an homeward- 
bound Indlaman makes t^e port of Lijbon. 
It could not be, as the event proved, the 
common hopes of contraband gain which led 
this officer thither, though he feems to have 
been inflilenced by a /pedes offmu^gling^ of 
F 4. which 
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ParH^mcntpoIftffed a greater number- 
of them : — Public Corruption would 
then be lefs fufpeded, and their fupw 
port or oppofition would be a morcr 

decifive 

which he was not fufpedied. In His oQcId 
letter to Government, on his capture of the 
Dutch Indiameo, the Commodore mentioos 
that he hi mfelf fleered his ihip into (he Bay, 
where the objefts of his purfuit were moorr 
ed in imaginary iecurity. But in approach- 
ing the Ihores of Portugal, he had reiigned 
the (Icerage to a more pleafing pjlot ;— C»- 
p:J governed the helm, and guided his amo- 
rous pfow through the waves of the Tagus,, 
The bold and fevere epithets,^ with .which 
this gentleman has frequently branded, in ^ 
parliament, the condu^ of Admiral Keppel 
on the famous. ,27th of July, muft be in the 
rccolleftion of every reader. On that unfor- 
tunate bufintfs there h?s. been, though I 
think unjuftly, feme variety of -public fen- 
timents, and he ftood alone only in the mode 
of declaring his opinion on the fubjeft: bvit 
it, required, a coniilJcncy of confidence pc- 

ciiliar» 
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tfccifive criterion as to the merits orr 
demerits of any Minifter. Such men 
are the r^al reprefentatives of the peo- 
ple ; and their voice may ever be 

collar to his chaca^ler, to continue the poig^^ 
nant feverity of his criticifm on Lbrd Howe's 
late expedition for th^ relief of Gihraltar<, . 
aod at the moment when the reprefentative 
wifdom of his country was preparing to dig* 
nify that noble commander's laurels with 
the grateful tribute <of iincere applaufe. ^ 

The Commodore is, however, a brave^ !n- 
t6lligent ofiicer, and pofTefTes a mafculine un- 
derftanding, a perfevering fpirit, and a con- 
(iderable (hare of general information. As a . 
public fpe^ker, h« is blunt and bold, with a < 
ready conrmand and force of expreflion ; but 
iris energy too often rifes into violence, and 
what'he fancies to be plain fpeaking is, fre- 
quently, little lefs than rude feverity. Hbt 
in all fituations, on the qi^arter-deck of a Ihip 
cuLin the Houfe of Commons, in public or 
private, at lea ft, fr envious to his late nuptials^ 
his CQnftant fong has ever been. — ** lean 
J9r nobodj, no^ not /, — if nolo Jy cares for ;»<?." 

con-- 
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confide red as the voice of the people*. 
There appears to be a great deal of 
unconftitutional bufinefs in the mode 
of clcSing the greater part of the 
rcprcfentative Burgefles ; and the 
Houfe of Conomons will never be 
reftored to it*s former dignity, till the 
prcfent ftateof rcprefentation is purg- 
ed of it's degenerate humours, and 
appears in the awful form of reno- 
vated virtue*.. 
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Tt yr ANKIND, in general, have a^ 
-^^^ falfe idea of military valour. — 
Courage is continually reprefentcd 

as- 

* The Aippofed author of the- foregoing 
d>rervatioii5 is well known to be very con- 

<kfcendi»g. 
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«s«a fpecies pf dcfpair, and death is 
almoft fuppofed to have the fame 
charms for the brave as it is fomc* 
times found to have for the wretch- 
ed; whereas death in itfclf is neither 
pleafant nor glorious, and the refo- 
lution to die betrays a weak rather 
(ban a magnanimous fpirit. . 

True valour does not confift in the 
contempt of life, but in aftrengthof 

defcending in his enquiries concerning tbe 
private life of every one who may be feen in 
the circle of his acquaintance; and that his 
nHjmory feIdon> fails him in the moft-minyte 
articles of domeftic hiftory. A rare exam- 
ple of inaccuracy, however, has now efcaped 
biro. He certainly did not know that his re- 
fpedtable country gentleman's principal ef- 
tate lies within the precinds of a capital 
Brcivhoufo in Whitecrofs-firectf near Cripple- 
^ate. 

mind 
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nkid which, at the call of duty, urges^ 
us to expofe ourfelves to the moft 
imminent danger of lofing it : and 
this mental vigour, fo far from an- 
. Rihilating the fear of death, fuppofes 
it's exiftence, and derives it's prin- 
cipal merit from becoming fuperior 
to it. Many inftances of courage^ 
which have called forth the aftonifh- 
mcnt of mankind, have often ^pro- 
ceeded from that extremity of perrl 
which portends almoft a certain de- 
ftrudtion : at fuch an alarming pe-- 
riod, the defire of life operates upon 
a man with fuch invigorating influ- 
ence, that he coUefts all his ftrength 
to make one daring effort:, and boldr 
ly encounters the moft frowning dan^ 
ger, as the only chance of obtaining 
prefervation. . On fuch afts of. vat- 

lour . 
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lour the world has often lavilhed il^ 
renown, without reflcfting, that the 
man, who runs through flames, when 
there is no other way to efcape from 
- death, is actuated by the ordinary 
' feelings of nature; and that the 
weakeft animal, when driven to a 
certain extremity, will turn upon the 
ftrongeft* 

There are two^pafli^ns which feem 
to influence the conduft of every 
brave commander. The love of glo- 
ry is one; and, being proud of the 
fentiment, he unfolds it to public 
obfervation. The defire of one day 
enjoying, in peace and tranquillity, 
the fruits of his ambition, is the 
other ; but not partaking the prefent 
.-aftivicy of his mind, he keeps it fe- 

ccct 
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cret from the world, and endearours 
•fometimes even to bide it from him^^ 
felf. Some military characters harcy 
indeed, appeared to be fond of war 
•and camps to the clofe oF a long 
life;— who fcemcd «not to wilh fot 
peace to the world, or repofe. to 
^hemfclves. But the preference to 
fuch a life is not natural to civilized 
man, and mud arife from rooted ha- 
bits of education, a -ftrange ferocity 
of temper, or thofe neceflities which 
demand the profits, together,^ pef- 
haps, with the pride that loves the 
^power, of an important comoiand. 

The refinement of theprefent age 

has fmoothed the brow of war, and 

ftrengthened the aflbciation of ha* 

;4nanity and courage. Poliflied marh*. 

nets 
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ntx% are now become an eflential part 
of the military charafter. Without 
adopting the gallant follies of chi- 
valry, the modern foldier is equally 
• qualified to encounter the dangers of 
vrar, and to embellilh the delights of 
peace K 

£ 

• If I were not indubitably certain tha^ 
tBefe obfervations bad been written before 
the unfortunate capture of this officer ia 
America, I (hould have fufpe6ted them to 
liave arifen from an humane effort towarde 
his juftificatiofl. At the moment of publica- 
tion they may, )}erl>ap8y Appear as a kind of 
prophetic apology. 

The leading feature of this General's cha- 
rader is ranity. It has predominated in 
every adiion of his life ; it led him equally 
Xo contrive and conduct that idle piece of ex- 
travagance the Fite Champitre^ and to accept, 
'With fuch eager obedience, the command of 
the northern expedition in America. It is 
slui'very nat^ire to be continually aiming at 
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Wl ^ ^ ^ ^^^^ ^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ 

^ ^ ence, which infpircs an inde- 
fatigable zeal in (he^purfuit of it, is 
^united to independent fortune, there 

is 

Jfciat ; and when ^ he cannot exert his iword, 
he wags his tongue or -employs his pen. if 
the laurels t)£ war afe beyond his reach, he 
will (IriTe to cuil a twig of bay on the the- 
atre. Previous to the evacuation oi Boften^ 
the mufe of the General had prepared a tra- 
•^idy tO' be perfornned, as a relaxation from 
the toils of difcipline, by fome of the-Britifli 

. officers and foldiers, in^whom he had difco- 
vered a genius for theatrical exhibition. The 
piece was named The Siege of Bofton^ and 
-was attended wi-h 2l denouement ^ of which 
neither the author, performers, or audience, 

'^had the leafl expedation. At the moment 
iwhen a crowded houfe was impatient for the 

j&oWf the rebels 9j>ened a bauery of heavy* 

cannon 



iis^g«od reafon to cxpeft fdftie pfo- 
«du(!%ion of equal u^ity and perfec- 
tioR. 

-Tire 

*eanncjn agaiiift thc'*foWn. Tftc ^audiftrite, 
who thought the difchargc. of artillery, 
^ which they heard, to -be a prelude to the 
•jplay, gave the warlike fotinds tttry mark of 
'their applaufe; and wh6n One of' the per- 
formers entered upon the ftage,' in great hur- 
ry and agitation, tb *tell them that thd iiege 
was begun in ^good earned, they cotiiidered 
him as per forming his part in the piece, atld 
;gave him alfothe moil ample teftimony of 
their approbation. It uras'noc long, however, 
/before the enemies balls gave a nevv and im- 
expedied turn to the tragedy of theetenirtg. 
Every one is -acquafnred with the difafler 
which befel the General at a fubfequent pe- 
riod, when he commanded the northern arrtiy 
in America. The judgmetit \^hich I have 
-formed of his condudl on that occafion is 
•taken from the defence which he publilhed, 
-Afdthe former opinions of his prefent frlehds* 
^n the ^rft I find a 'flimfy wtb of fruitlefs 
^^t.VIH. G labours 



The man of letters, whofe qhidF 
o!^e£t is gain, and to whom fame b 

but 

kbMir^ and in the latter, a large portion of 
ievere reprehenfion, animated ridicule, and 
unrefenred contempt: nevertkelefs^ inftead 
of writing with the calm dignity of confd* 
ous innocence, for the due period of juftifi« 
cation, it was tnt6 the arms of thefe naen, who 
liad, in the msft public manner, degraded 
his military fkill, doubted the humanity of 
his character, fcoffed at his talents, and made 
'his official letters a fubje^ of the mod poig- 
nant ridicule, that he threw himfelf for pro- 
tedion. But the filentexpedlation of juftice 
might have too long delayed the confolatory 
plcafure which would arife to the felf>ap- 
plauding orator, from the pomp of defcripr 
tion, the energy of defence, and the bril- 
liance of recrimination. 

To determine the merit of any chara£tci:, 
the whole of a man's life muik be taken to- 
gether, and a fair examination made of it% 
^ggrcg^^e good and evil. There was a time 
when 1 poiTcffcd the hopes, though they werS^ 
but trembling ones, that the daring wounds 
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''but a fecondary motive, Whatever* 

•Abilities or integrity he may poflcfs, 

will, to-day, be impelled by neceflity 

to hurry on towards the end of his 

work, and, to-morrow, perhaps, 

^overcome by laflitudc, may be found 

• numbering befide it. Whatever li- 
*berality of fentiment may adorn his 

bread who enters upon the profcffion 
^of an author, he will foon catch the 

given by this Officer to' the Conftitution of 
•bis country, at the eledion ior Preftouy 2^^- 

- ready well known and recorded, with the con- 
fequcnt fines, (entente of dilhonour in the 
Court of King's fiencli, would have been, in 

* fome degree, repaired by a courfe of adire 
and fuccefsful fervice againft the powers of 
rebellion. Bur, alas! thofe powers, though 
they found him a weak opponent in the field, 

- give him all the applaufe he can defire for 
fait latter conduft in the Senate : by that con- 

•du£^ he has alfb rifen to be Commander in 
<Chicf of his Majefly*8 forces in Ireland. 

<G ^ ^general 
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rgcncral fpirit of thofe who labour Jor 
.a prije, of doing no more than the 
j)rice abfolucely. demands. 

Far liappicr, nay, among the hap- 
rpiefl is his lot, to whom nature has 
imparted her bed gifts, whofc fober 
rmind Ji8 infpired to apply them with 
wifdon), and on whom fortune has 
bellowed the fecurity of independ- 
ence. His genius, poffeffing every 
means of gratification, may purfue 
It's pleafifig labours without a fear of 
interruption or.wearinefs ; and if the 
languid moment (bould, by chance, 
overtake it's powers, it can com- 
mand, at once, the reftorative re- 
laxation. Beneath his own bowers, 
and in all the eafe of golden leifu^Ct 
the happy iludent^xerts the energies 

of 
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•fa vigorous and accompliflied mind'.*- 
Brom the firft outline of his conipo- 
fition to the final polifti, ha ppfleflcs • 
a ftrength of thought unimpaired,, a » 
l]f)irito£ enquiry undifturbed, and a-* 
ferilliance of iraaginationvUnobfcured. 
The life of fucK'a man tnultp^aG oa* 
in the mofl: pleafing tranquilhty :— 
his mind, continually employed onu 
objects moft wbrthy of it*s attention, 
is not only ftee from the pains of in- - 
dolence, and the repentance of ' falfe 
purfdits, but is engaged In that kind • 
of ennoblihg adivity which promotes 
contentment.. Some anxious mo-^ 
mcnts may, indeed, intrude upoa^ 
Mm. His ambition may be great,, 
—it may be to inftruft the prefent : 
and. future ages of the world. . It is • 
G 3 . aDobla 
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a noble ambitipn,— and wilt be fal 
fied. 

Whoever enters upon the arduc 

office of dealing forth inftruftion 

mankind, in whatever mode his { 

njus.may infpire him to perform 

muft be ill qualified for the tafk» 

he doe$ not look beyond the fh< 

period of his own day. But the I 

torian, beneath whofe pen former aj 

have again revived, and again paf 

away, looks forward to thelateft j 

nals of time for the duration of 

fame, — ^— Mr. G cannot be 

cufed of vain ambition, (hould 

hopp to be the clajic of every futi 

age*., 

G 

* This pre-eminent Hiftorian, amid i 
bighi^d. honours of cotemporary fame, n 

en 



e ^ y 



'THO a man^ whofe mind is nor 
•*' wholly loft to every noble and^ 
generous fentiment, the evils which 
fall upon others, by his means, arc 

more 



eojoy all the facisfadion which can arlfe from ' 
a^ profpedt of the mod fplendid aad lafting 
honours of pofthumous reputatioo. It re« 
^ires DO prophetic fpirit to affirm, with coa« 
fidence, that his works will be read and ad* 
iBired while the language of his country ts 
underilood, and any loye of'fcience remains ■ 
10 the world. 

Mjj. G — — 's life, from his early youth,, 
has been an uninterrupted fcene of curious 
refearch and elegant Hudy. On his return 
from the tour of Europe, he refided with his 
father in Hamplhire, where his ftudies were 
io intenfe, that even the neceflary meals were 
confidered by him as vexatious interruptions: 
rhile the old gentlemani equally alarmed 
G 4 ^0^ 
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iii(M« deeply affefting than htsvowa-i 
ifnmediate misfortunes^ As the par»» 

takers. 
For the confHtution of his .fofif took as m^h 
and as fruitlefs pains to lead him into feme de- 
gree of diflipatiop, ^s fo . many pther parentsi. 
have done to reclaim their children froia it. 
Hit juvenile imagination was^ troubled with* 
an irregular enthufiafm,. which, (hough it de-r 
luded him into fome fingularities of condud,. . 
has fince been brought into due bounds by? 
the reafon and experience of fucceeding yeais. 
Whether it was during his refidence .at th& 
XIniverfity, or immediately upon his quitting 
it, 1 do not, remember, but at one or othec- 
of thefe periods he acVually and ferioufl^r en^ 
traced the Roman Catholic Religion ; but, as • 
it Sometimes happens to difappointed converts, 
lie has fince returned to the external profefiion* 
«f the church -he had foi Taken,: with very lit- 
tieiappearance of zeal for. any national faith;- 
In hiamafterly Hiilory o£ the Decline of the ■ 
Roman ...Empire, he has been thought, by- 
"*"ny learned aodonhodox divines, to have- 
■^optcd. and defended principles which arc- 
«« ooly.-unfavourable to, but which ftrike at, 
*9«.T^»y.foundjitip» of chriftianity ; and an 
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ttkbrs of ^ his calamity are more orr 
itfk remote, the^fympathctic pang is 
tBore or lefs poignant.^ I cannat» in . 
truth,, conceive how. any^one9,whO} . 
1^ his folly, his vices, or his crimes^ , 
has deftroyed the fair expeSaHon of 

hoil ef polemical writers have taken np 
their pens agaiuft him. He has replied if^itk 
his ufiial ability, .and appeals to the good, 
fenfe of mankind to decide between them. 
With all his powers in the clofet, he is filent 
in the Senate ; ^though I Jiave feen a fpeech: 
of his delivary to the eleftorft of Peterifie/d, 
for which. pUce; he wast a -candidate in the 
earlier part of his life, that proFnifiKl the re- 
putation of a fplcndidiOrator.— rMr. G-^ — V 
iirfl and almofl juvenile work was an eiTay 
upon a literary fubjed, which was written 
by him with equal elegance, as- it was-after*^ 
wards publifhed, both in. his. own and the. 
French language— a promifing fpecimen of. 
the great abilities he has fince difcovered, 
and a fore-runner of that, fame which has 
girenhim an elevated. (lation among the beft, 
ki&QTm%, of any age or country. 
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ha children, and involved them ift> 
diftrcfs and ruin, can live to fee the 
mifery he has occaGoned, .and to hear 
the reproaches that he dcferves. 

The punifhrnent of attainder and 
forfeiture, which the wifdom of our 
kws has annexed to crimes of a 
icrtaih niagnitude, was contrived to 
deter the villain wiio might not be 
alarmed forhimfclf, from committing 
an offence which would involve his 
family and children in the difgracG- 
and downfal of his guilt. This ju- 
dicial regulation is founded in an ac- 
curate knowledge of human nature, 
*and has. operated in a manner highly 
beneficial to public fccurity. It is> 
n©t, indeed, every eye that can fee 
teyond the prefumptive injuftice of 



fflcfr an arrangement ; nay, the fiffti 
foperficial view of it muft give a; 
fbock to humanity :-r-but fuch is the 
alarming nature of certain crimes, 
that it becomes the indifpenfableduty 
of fupreme power to ufe every means 
that human wifdom can fugged to 
prevent them. But Britifh laws love 
to temper juftice with mercy, and 
the innocent are not- always left to 
deplore the mifcries derived from the 
guilt of their anccftors* When the 
feverity of example may be fuppofcd 
to have* had its due effcd:, and the 
blamelcfs child proves, by a virtuous 
qonduifl, that he abhors his father's 
crime, the power that punifhcd is^ 
glad to do away diflionour, and to 
rcftore him to the full enjoyment of, 
forfeited poffcflions.. 

This 
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TBis honourable General, having:^ 
ferved his country. with zeal and at-i- 
uichmcnt,.dcfervcs the reftorative fa- 
vour of his Sovereign *; 

Lord 

* Tlie fete of G F V father is* 

ontverfally known. He died upon the block,.. 

boading of that treafon for which he fuffer- 

ed. The (on, deprived of his family honours 

aad fortune^ applied himfelf to the Uw,: 

which he afterwards quitted for a military 

appointment during the laftVar* Having 

feived'in the auxiliary army fent by Gk'cac- 

Britain to iPortugaU he obtained the^ank oft 

General in the Port ug ue fe fervlce, with a 

command and government,' an'd remained' 

feme years in » that fit nation ; but» at> th» 

. fame time, did. not negleft his interefts in. 

Scotland, where a regard for his name, and 

|«ty lor- his misfbrtunef, feenred to him 9r 

^«>t ia Parliament. He had been long .in. 

habit! of flri£t friend (hip with Mr. Wed- 

borne, and other rifihg favourites of mi- 

:erial leaders ; and he at length obfained* 

o#blc regiment in the firiuih fervkc, and 
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'^^T^HERE-arc certain foibles which 
•** have been thought even to add 
grace to youth, and to be the fore* 
runner of :great and valuable quali- 
ties. Some men have been fo partial 
to this principle, that the grave dif- 
portions of their children liave not 



• the refloratioft 6f his family fortunes. Tke 
General was a veiy fingnlar Scotchman ; for 
with all the art, peHevecance, and intrigaing 
fpirit of the "Nifrth, he pdireiTed a tafte for 
the elegant fplendor, and evident difpofitlons 

' to the unthrifty, generofity, of the SoutL He 
is lately dead, without leaving behind him 
any proofs whatever of thofe narrow habits 
<}f mind which are generally confidered as 

.ihe vicea of his country. 

<only 
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otily been difcouraged, but became 
objedlsief parental difpleafure t« 

Youth has been aflerted to be the 

fever of reafon, which throws 6fFthe 

{peccant humours of unformed cha-* 

'rader, and leaves the rightful guide 

♦ The piefent Sir^ G P— T— — r, 

when he was at the Uriiveriity, m^nifefied 
the moil apparent fymptoms of that contract- 
ed and avaricious Xpirit which has fince per- 
vaded his whole character and^ condu^.-^Bis 

• father^ affedled at fome particular trait of the 
joung gentleman's difpofition, gave him a 

vBank-note of56ol. and commanded him not 
to fee his face till he had fpent the whole of it. 

• Mr. T-i— — r obeyed the 'ftern command* 
and in about a week returned to the paternal 

. prefence. — ** Well Greg."faid the old gentle- 
man, •* haVe you got rid of all jthe money I 
> gave you already?" and, on bei'ng anHvered hr 

• (hd afirmative^ wascuneus to^kaow the means 

♦^e 
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r 0( Ii& in the poflfeffion of uninteN 
fiupted energy and vigour f. Thk 

. is not a mode of thinking which foim 
with the knowledge I have obtained 

• of the human heart. Ttere is an 
e0ential difference between pedantii:' 
and fober ^iith; between a prema* 
(urity of good fenfe which leads ta 

-early wifdom, and the unnatural 
growth of thoib felfifli and narrow 

be had adopted ; when Greg, replied, thai he, 
liad given twenty jfive Jhzlliiifgs for a pair of 
Jfpfiifficci hreecbeif abd as for the reft, he had 
laid it out in the purchafe of Btmk-Jlefk. 

f It is faid to be a commoD enquiry with 
a Dutchman, when a match « is propofed to 
his daughter, if the young fnan has eat his 
€heefe\ or, to ufe the Englifh phrafc, if h« 
has fown his wild oats*— -What fpark of a 
} youthful Mynheer^ s vivacity (hould be extin- 
.guifiied to qualify him for the bufinefs of ma- 
trimony, is beyond my feeble powers of con-^ 
ije£ture. 

•vices 
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Hrices ^hich cannot be forgiven ^\Mi 
they are the offspring of a long aoU 
i fretful experience. 

That there are niany examples df 

< early reformation from the moft a- 
larmipg follies of youth, cannot be 
denied. The carelefs are known to 

' become attentive ;« prodigality is fonoe- 
times fuccteded by prudence; ^nd 
even the indolent have been awaken- 

• ed into induflry. 'But thcfe altera- 
tions of character are* not fufficicnciy 
common, or obvious,'to cohfole a re- 
fleding parent who fees his child un- 
der an immoral or idle influence. 
That virtue which depends upon a 
return from aftual vice, or that wif- 
dom which is to dwe it's exiftence to 

oi divorce from folly, is of uncertain 

expedation. 
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<f«peftation. At all events they muft> 
^'both of them, derive their birth from 

the painful throes of lamenting ex- 
£perience, and be long endangered 

by the menaces of a relapfe. 

^The^ human mind is of a pliant na- 
ture, arid takes itj fliape and coloilr 
from the operation 'of external cir- 
; cuniftances: : is It not, "therefore, 
much better to place it at once, and, 
' if poflible, to prefer ve It, in the line of 
excellence, than to let it make ip« 
wild fliQots unreftrained, and there- 
by render the ordinary difficulties of 
bringing irinto dueform, almoft ihfu- 
.perable, from the unyielding ftrength 
*into which it ^ has grown by being 
'fufFered to luxuriate without inter- 
**ruption ? 

VoL,VllI- H ^Is 
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"Is it p6fiible that this young ilrf^ 

'noble Lord can beconlidcred with 

jcfs rcfpeft and efleem by any m- 

tional being, for the firft fruits lie 

has yielded of an adive, penetrkingy 

•and philofophic n>ind? The future 

utility and honour of bis life does 

^ inot dejiend ppon any fpeculative 

;.phantom, fallacious hope, or fpecious 

prophecy ; but on the folid baGs of 

. aftual proof and public experience. 

^The father of fuch a ion has a fource 

tof confcJation. for his declining years, 

that might anfwer to the offering of 

/univerfal congratulation^. 

F- 



} This young' noMetnao, when hc^ 
little more than of age, publidied a vtry in- 
vgenious and fcientific Eflky upon the <x)tBage 
of money ; which was followed by aTreatiKe 
0n ele^txictty . . He hus nlfo niade. Ibme vcfy 
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jrs it ppfliblc, that, at itbjs cn- 

ligbwpcji pcriftd, ;th)crc can cxSP: 

d man, in^ thcfe kingdoms, whofe 

mind is in the fccrct pofleffion of 

^thofe principles, that, in ^he earlier 

part of this ceotury, invice.d a fuc* 

-ccffor'of the Stuart family to re- 

;Vim ,at the.po0ejErion of the Britifii 

^ Crfyy/n ? — A more than Jewilh igap- 

/ nfeful experiments ^oward» rei^ering build* 
- ingsiDcombttfiible. He pofTefles a>vcry acute, 

invcil;igaMng mind, and, profmifes a-life of 
' DO common uiility. He ibmettmes fpeaks in 
* the Houfeof Commons, but with a violence 

of action and exprefiion that W by no means 

: graceful, and may tend, perhaps, to lefTen 

~ the real force of his fendments and opinions. 

This is, however,-3n ^mper&^iun which ex-< 
I f erience may foon obliterate. 

.H-2 ranee, 



fcmce, obduracy^ and infatuation^ 
.muft be^ncceffary to keep alive the 
icoft diftant expeftation of a po- 
litical Mefliah from the remaihiig 
branch of that devoted generation. 
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'TT is no unfavourable token of pfi- 
^^ vate and tranquil worth, when the 
eWorld is filent upon the chacafter 
and condud of any perfon w;bofc 
lituation and .fortune -hold him forth 
to the public attention. — -Virtue muft 
be attended withcircumftances of ge- 
neral notice to become an objeQ: for 
.general approbation. — The fame of 
; cdomeftlc excellence feldom extends 

.beyond 



Beyond the immediate circle of itV 
cffeAs : f«ch, however, -is the difpo- 
fition of mankind, that private evil 
ts not fafFcred to remain in the verge 
of it's exertions, but is dragged forth,* 
without mercy^ to public view, and 
is at once condemaed by the ^cr 
ftntence of public judgment. 

This honourable Bironet U amia« - 
ble in his manners i and, I trufl:, . 
from the fmall fbare of popular no- 
tice which hejeems to attrad, as he 
glides through life, that he has done 
nothing to difgrace it?. 

R 

•Sir S—-— IS the fdn of a Jew wellknown ' 
in his day.— -He was a Stock- broker of great 
/tninence, and was intimately con ne^ed with < 
the Miniilers of hi» time^ as an agent for 
baosafid od)er>Dational fupplics,-— He bred ^ 
H 3 up 
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'TI^HE" general opinion nf man*- 
^ kind, which, with regard to tha 
fevents of the day^ is always founded ^ 
in fa^s and drcum&mces (^:;public 

nocorietfi , 

vp his.fpQ in tbe Cbrfffiftn £iitb^ .eductted -. 
bini at £t6n» and while he was at that coU - 
lege procured him the title he new pofleiTes* . 
But though he had, many year» previous t» > 
his death, feceded, in a certain degree, from . 
the Jewifh Communion, and lived in < all 
unreftrained freedom of enjoyment, he died i 
in his, original profeflion, and the Synagogue - 
to which he had formerly belonged, was no- 
ticed in his will by a very ample tefiimony . 
of his remembrance.— The honourable Ba- 
ronet who inherited his immenfe fortune, hat < 
sot diilinguiihed himfelf by any deviation 
from the ordinary courfe of fplendid lif%. 
He was chofen Knight of the Shire for the 
county of Cambridge, but. did boc retain fuf- 

^iea^. 



liptericty, is not difpofcd to give way 
m favour? oft particular exceptions^^ 
Thus, from the ample proofs of thofe 
horrid iniquities by which enormous 
wealth has been fometimes obuined- 
in Indiay every man. who returns from ^ 
thence, iii^ any degree of affluence,, 
has the fame mode of. acquiring it: 
attributed to^bim; Particular cnvyv 
aids the fevcrity of general condemna*- 
tion, and every perfon who arrives im * 
his native country poHeiTed of riches « 
which he has acquired in the Eaftera ^ 

fieicDt Snfitience lo fecurea fecond eIe£iioii« . 
With his wealth, however, be could not be 
fuppofed to want a feat in Parliament, where r 
he gives his filent voce in Tup port of mini lie- 
rial meafures.— Hfc is very fond of frequent*^ 
is»g royal levees, and is faid to be highly flat- 
tered with the fmillng notice which a con- 
ftance attendance at St. James'i never fails 
to 'receive. 

H 4. India^ 
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India, finds hjmfelf, the immediate^ 
obj^dt of the mod cruel aod undiA 
tinguiOiing. fufpicioTj* . 

That the moft horrid enormities 
liavc been committed, from a liift of r 
gold, in that diftant part of the Bfi- 
ti(h dominionsi, has been proved by 
finch irrefragable, cridence, as to. be 
notorious to. the whole kingdom*. 
To prevent abufeS fo horrid in them- . 
fclves, produftivc of fuch political 
difadvantage, and fo difhbnourable to^ 
the national charadler, will,^ I truft, . 
become the patriot and chriftian work,; 
of parliamentary wifdom, . 

It does not occur to my- remem* - 
ferance, that the honourable gentle- 
t9^n^from the.circupiiUncesof whofe - 

lif«. 
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lift' I have been led to make thefe- 
curfory obfervations, has ever been, 
accufed of, tbofc unbounded pecula- . 
ttons^ and that flagitious traffic, by 
which fomeof his cotemporaries have, 
fprung, as it were^ at once^ into ^ 
enormous affluence f*. 

SirW 

+ This gentleman W among thfe lucky few 
who owe their fortune to fome accidental cii:- 
cumftance, which, though it might promife 
nothing, has led to every thing. Mr. P — ' 
was hred to the church, had taken .Deacoa's ^ 
Orders, and was a curate^.or at leafl refident, , 
on the fea-coaft. of D^vonfliirc, wiien Admi- 
ral Bo/caweUf who was bound, for the Eaft^ 
Indies, put into Tor^ay on account of con- 
trary winds. That officer, whofe Ikill and ; 
bravery were ney,er queflioned, was not very 
remarkable for pious difpofitioni ; however, 
he took.it into his head to come aihore, and 
go to church; — Mr. P — preached, and 
the Admiral invited him to dinner, and wa» 
fq pksik& with him botli ' m the pulpit and i 

•otttr 
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VTTHAT: aombers of patriot pea*^ 
^* pic have, in thdkimcsp ruined 
flieinfelve$ tafavc tbeir coun&y ^ or^, 
rather, how kjndljr has fadiao acU~ 
iAiniftrrcd tOn^feed ther vanity, and 
empty the pockets, qf fhatiow-pated; 

out of it, that be perfuaded 4he youogr c1e)'« 
gymao to accompany iiim to ladia. On iritt 
matA there, Mr. P^^ found in^iiu patitm > 
ajmoft zealous friend ; and laying afide the - 
g9wn^ which^ as a Deacon^ he was at liberty % 
to. do without icandal^ he found htrnfelf; 
placed in a line of etpployment thatpromifed ^ 
fortune to induftry and abilities. Mr. P-— ^ 
poflelTed them both, and exerted them in ^ 
fnch a manner, that. he, at length, became- 
a Governor of one of the principal fcvle- 
ments in India, and is iince returned to « 
Sligland with the ampl6>tneaaft of affluent ^ 
aad iumpt uQus li^sb 

men! ' 



laeii t ' By the bddcr of petty ambi«. 
tion, fuCh perfoQS have rifen, oot to • 
teal confequenoei but to general no<» 
tke; and, perbapii, their pride might 
filid entire fatisfa&ioa in the tempo-^ 
rary pufll of daily publications^ and : 
think the applaufe of thofe who praiie 
but to deceive them, as fuffieienc 
fame. Any external parade of office^ ^ 
any triflings titles of diftin&ion, any, 
local precedence, keeps up. the £a^ 
vour of their zeal, renders them un- 
tX)ftfeToiis of thdr prefent folly, and 4 
reftrains their thoughts from diofe 
future diftrefles which muftbe tbe^ 
fruits o£ it. . 

Self-love, in weak minds, is a co*. 
quettifh paOion that loves to concern* 
plate itlelf in every glafsf how ba& 

foever 
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IScvcr die flattery which pfcfents it»^ 
Whatever promifes perjfonal imppr-- 
tancc it fondly purfues, nor wantl 
more folid proofs of confequence than 
its own complacent regard, and the 
impatient gaze of an idle crowd But 
ielf-love, with all its pleafures, is not: 
without its mortifications ; and tho' 
the latter may be baffled for a time, 
the (hock will come at lad, and lay * 
its gawdy; fabric in the duil.i 

I (hould be glad to a(k our worthy 
Knight, how long the honey-moon of 
patriotifm lafted?— At what period 
thie weight of city honour began to 
wring his fhoulders ? — What cafe he 
found from the expectation of future- 
dignities ? — and whether the chain of 
gold which fo tickled bis heart, could 

fccep.^ 
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^Icefp repentance out of it ?— I was 
:about to proceed with another inter- 
rogatory, — but I will not difgracc 
the name of public vtptue, 4)y oflfer- 
ing to the man wha finds: preferment 
iti being the tool of a faftion, a quef- 
tion concerning it J. 

The 

t Sir W—— was bred to the bar, mar- 
<Tied a lady of confiderable fortune, entered 
.into the train of Mr. Wilkes's patriotifm, was 
.eledted an Alderman of London, has fince 
' been Sheriff and Lord Mayor, and. is, 4it 
,this time, a reprefentative in Parliament for 
that city. HLs fortune, according to his oum 
public deelaracions, has fuilained fome in- 
Jury in^wbat he is plcafed to call the caufe ^ef 
. Liberly ; and he n^ay, perhaps, poflefs fome 
.hopes of repairing it, by, one day, fucceed- 
>ing to the warm, birth which his patron, Mr. 
Wilkes, after all his toils and troubles, has 
» contrived to fecure for himfclf. 

In whatever light Sir W— — L— — may 
4)e gfineully.cQniidered, In regacd to his abi* 

.'litics. 
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nriic Right bm. w^-^ jC-™; 

A CC^DING rtoi^ihe opinion ^ 
"**^ a very iogeniaug mid^|idmii«4 



' lltieSy w\fdomi or public Tirtue-^urhether be 

rpoCefles «11 or oboe of tbem, Ido mdft fe- 

' noudy^i^rm; thatlic^eAnres^thecflcemof 

"^ the people-of £BgUiid. Theicrrtce he bat 

imdercxi diem was doc the fervice of a d§f^ 

or of a traiifient petM,-— I truft that future 

V generattons will OEperieaco ihebenefirs of k. 

iSirW— . — f L— — fjwt an ^Sedual Ae^^ to 

' the enormova pnt6^k)e8 of bribery a«d oor- 

r^uptioDy which had kv^l lawai^fiaocetUl 

^ he became a candidate for the eity of APar- 

cefier. A "very long tind expenfive canvafs 

had already been carried on, when one of 

the candidates Suddenly difappeared, bought 

* ofify as it was fuppoled, by the other, who 

*> now waited with impatience for the day Of 

^^le^on, when^ he -e^Epedcd to-be choHm 

^without 
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<^^yonefubje& of a f Iterate is m. 

ducdd 

^ ^ Mthcmt pppofidbti. ' But m iflite%brtabg <tf 

tbat day, SirW— — j'fclicitcd by the pre- 

'Yious but fhcTtt itiTuatibn of a refpedtable 

hoAf'tf totctt, attiVet at W— — *—, ha*. 

' tattles tbtp^plq, te!lv them lie is comie to 

' oiFer his ferrices ppon confticutional princt* 

«>ple8y aiid that upon lio other trill he te 

'tle€ked: that bribery aod corroptioii ihofM 

'Hot place him 4a the'iioofeof Cotnitionf; 

'*iior fhould his oppoueat pfOfit1>ythofe means, 

• if he had employed them. 

The Ktiighti.'^epr his word, '«nd infiAid 

that every ^rfon who ptefenfed himfelf 'lo 

t poll ihoold fwear to the legal eligibility nlif 

. Iiis vote. A fcene of mod unexpected coa« 

<#ufion enfoed ; misny turned ^rom the poU- 

'4>oo1ts when the oath was tendered to them, 

and others pubMy returned the money they 

^ had recervedi bat, notwithftandingthe fear of 

< legal puniihment and public di (grace canfed 

' no fmall diminution in the number of adverfe 

• vote8| Sir W failed in his enterprife^ 

;rand his opponent, Mr. R — , was ele£ied. 

'>it;/m.ay,^peihap.s,> be argued, that the 

.iLoight 
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^Sucedta exclaim^ what is mycoontrf 



«o 



-Smghtwas a inGi« election adventurer, who, 
> bavipg no money to fpend, made a novel acr 
tempt tp.gatn a feat in Parliament by the fole 
; aid of the Statute* againU^ Bribery and Cor* 
.ruption. His motives, are to himfelf; bat 
the effedU of his condud.liave been beneficts^l 
to his Gauntry^ and I will ever maintain, 
that his ha vipg brought back parliamentary 
•eledion to conftitutional prihdples, defervcs 
the gratitude of the people* Since that pe- 
riod private fortunes have not been fpent in 
»^acquiring feats in Parliament, and times of 
.election no longer exhibit thofe fcenes of de- 
< pravity and licentioufnefs, with all their fuc- 
. ceeding ill effedls, which ^lifgraeed our coun- 
try» and tended to the ruin of our conftitu* 
tion ; vwhile fuch as have dared to evade the 

• law by corrupt pradice^, have been feverely 
\ punifiied, with the boroughs themfelves whioh 

• they hoped, by. fuch illegal means, to repre- 
. fenr. The dignity of Parliament is indebted 

• to . Sir W L — — J public and private 

' virtue oit^e him acknowledgements;, while the 
'iaw« enabled for regulating ele6tioii3 have 

teen 
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»ito tne, — the ruin of that country is 
^t hand *. 

Without entering- into dn examina- 
tion of refined opinions, where the 
writer, for the. fake of giving a bril- 
liant ' concifenefs to bis expreflion, 
may narrow the extent of his own 
meaning, it may be curious to con->* 
fider what would be the opinion of 

been roufed by him from their doi'tnant ftate, 
tmd dire£^6d' to -their natural objects and 
legal operations. Every man, therefore, who 
poflefres a regard for the public, muft feel a 
willing gratitude to any one, whoever or 
'Whatever he may be, who has rendered fudi 
ciTential fervice to the conilitution of hh 
country. 

• J. J. Roiffeau has expreffcd himfelf to 
this, purpofc : — *• Suot que quelqu'un dlt dcs 
affaires de Vetat^ que m^importe, on doit compter 
: que Vetat eft perdue.^* 

Vol. VIII. I fuch 
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^fufib a fpeculattvc <fx)litician^ if -ive 
>wcre to enquire into the prefent ftais 
. of patriotifm in a certain country, 
where- freedom is the boafir, as it is 
the birth-right/ of every inhabhaAC. 

The affembly of the people, in 
'd^ir reprefentative capacity, would 
be the firfl: object of his curious exa^ 
mination; and having informed him# 
fclf of it's conftitution, properties, v 
and power, the ends for which it is 
aflembled, and the objeAs which en- 
gage it's deliberations, we will fup- 
pofe him to be an occafional witneft 
to it*s proceedings. Now it may fo 
happen, for it too often happens, 
that, on the firft time of his admif- 
fion, the bufinefs of the day is 
obliged to wait till fomething more 

.than 



^than a ifiirtccnth part 6f the wh6le 
body is ikffcmblcd. Hie cxprcflfes his 

< aftoniflimenc at fuch a circumftance, 
and is told, that, oil days Of cohi- 

i ttion buflnefs, the Houfc is, iri gcri^- 

• ral, but thinly attended. He can- 
not conceive what is meant by com- 
mon bufinefs, when it muft relate to 
the interefts of H great empire ; and 
enquires what n^ay be the particular 
engagements of fo great a majority 

I of the repfefentatives of the people 
Who are abfcnt^ He is anfwercd, that 
rtiiany are employed in their own pri- 
vate concerns, or are purfuing their 
particular amufcments; that others 
are difabkd by the debauch of the 
preceding night, while there is no 

rfmall number of them who think 

-their public duty performed by a par- 
12 tial 



^lal attendance to give a filent anS 
predetermined vote on very particu- 
lar occafiona. The impreflions which 
lie muft receive from fucb very un- 
vcxpefted information, difcourage him 
from employing any further confi- 
deration about a State which feems to 
be fo (hamefully difregarded by thofe 
:who are bound, both by intereil and 
obligations to watch over and fup- 
port it. He is pcrfuadcd, however, 
to make another trial, and is intro- 
duced once more to Jthe Senate, on 
'a day when fome great point of na- 
tional profperity and freedom is to 
be the fubjeft for deliberation. The 
important bufinefs begms^ with all 
*due foiemnity^ .in the prefcnce, per- 
haps, of one.third of the whole body ; 
ihut .be is afTured, that many more 

wiU 
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will arrive when they have qaalifietf' 
themfelves, by a good dinner, to fuf- 
tain the fatigues of the evening. . He 
now liftens,, with all due attention^. 
to the fucceflTive fpeakers on both' 
fides of the queftion.. Being ac-- 
quainted with the nature of popular 
conventions, and the common emo- 
tions of public zeal, he is not fur- - 
prifed at^ the occafional: difturbance 
and interruption which afife from dif-- 
ferent quarters of the affcmbFy : but 
when he perceives that one. orator, 
departing boldly from the fubjedt 
before him; deals forth the moft vi- 
rulent invediives againft particular 
men, and bodies of men ; while 
another, by his flafhes of wit and' 
turns of humour, his ftories and his 
tales,^ keeps the whole affembly in 
I 3, continued 
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tominued peals- of laughter; he ist^ 
unable to conceive thut the matter in • 
debate can pofBWy involve, the moft 
^ffenctal intereftii of the nationy or 
that he actually beholds a . period ^ 
when the moft important interefts of 
a great people are in fufpenfe. , He 
cannot^ alfo^ but obferve the fluAuat- - 
ing ftate of the afiembly, even at; tjie. 
very moment when the moft int^eft- 
ing arguments are prefented to it's at--- 
cention ; and, on enquiring what con- 
tingent national bufinefs occafions the 
frequent exits and entrances of (o 
many individual members, he is told, 
that while fon^e are gone to take a . 
beef-ftcak, or a bottle of wine, or 
a di(h of coffee, or a nap, or to play 
a game at billiards, others return 
from the fame fpecics of relaxation 

a{>d. 
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aird refrefhment.,. He is not i^ow^ inr^ 
a^iicuation to rciieA, faui toobfervc) 
and he is informed, that feveral pairs < 
of gentlemen, who, after whifficritig . 
together for a moment, occafionail}^ 
<ju4t the- chamber, are gonehqme^bjr 
OHJtnal agreement, as, being prederer^ - 
inincd iOf t^kc different fides, they wili ^ 
ooiy leflen^che numbers of a divi£mi^. 
without weakening the aduai' force 
of cither party. He does not com^- 
prehend the meaning of the word- 
farty^ and he is recommended to wait 
with patience, when the bofincfs be-- 
£bre him will foon unfold fome very 
notorious operations of it. At length, . 
when the debate draws towards a « 
conclufion, he obfervcs, with infinite 
-aftoniftimentj the fuddcn entrance of » 
no fmall number of fenators, whofe * 
I 4-. faces ^ 



fices be has not yet feen, and wtot 
come to give their aid towards the- 
determination of a moft- important 
natipoal concern, without, having, 
heard one of the many fpeakcrs who 
baye be^n engaged . in the difGu(Iion> 
ojf it. He now begins .to Jiave fomc 
confufed notion of what: is- under-, 
ftood by the word party ;— the idea^ 
however, becomes much more intel-. 
l^ible to him^ when ^ he perceives^ 
that^ in the a£tx^decifion, bosh fides 
of the Houfe draw off from eack 
other with .the fame unhcfitating ala- 
crity which animates the battalions o£ 
a regiment, when they are led by» 
their refpeftive connnanders to difFe* 
rent and diftant pofuions- . 

Tihc frolitical philofopher is fo con- 

founded : 



ii|)unded at what he has feeir, that his*^ 
mind rcfufcs the fuggcftion of any 
regular' ideas •, but having obferved 
certain perfons who never quitted 
their places, and had taken an aftivc 
part in the debate^ he hopes that 
they, at Icaft, may be found to z^ 
upon principles that he (hall under- 
fiand and applayd ; — but, aks ! he 
is informedji that fome of them are 
in poffeffion of great and profetable 
employments, the prefervation of 
which depends upon their > zeal and 
aftivity ; while others, who are the 
mod violent againft them, are znU 
mated by the hopes of being their 
fucceffors, if they can, by any means,, 
remove them from their refpc<aiva 
fstuations. . 

Of>prel£d 



: O^preflisd and difappointcd by tUr 
experience and coniradidtioDs of the 
4ax«; he remrns hooK^ and when he 
acquaints his landlady wUb the eipent 
Q(f the public deliberations, as a matter 
of inierefting infof (nation, hisvexa* 
tion ifl encreafed by her cakn dcclani* 
tiooy that flie ceuld bave toM him 
how the bu&ieia would have ended, . 
before it was begun ; and, in confe. 
quence of his enquiries, . the- good 
Woman» in very plain terms^ com*^ 
p^etes his knowledge of. political 
piny. 

The next morning h^^ takes hts^ 
breakfaft at a coffee-houfe, where tbe^ 
pwblic hiftory of the previous day 
is canvafled, and it's intrigues ex^i 
pofed, with great coolncfs by fome, . 

and . 
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and nauch humoar by others, as if it - 
bad been a fcene of theatrical repre^ 
iisntation. From thence we may.fup« 
ppfe him on a vifit tO; a lady of . 
fafhion, whoni he finds in all ihe pe^- 
tulanceand fretfulnefs of difappoint« • 
xnent ; and while he i& oppreffiid by\ 
a. fdendly fympathy for fome fup- 
pofed domeflic , calamity » he i^ ii^^ 
formed, that (he is the moft iinfortur* 
pate woman alive, for that her aflem- ~ 
biy9 on the previous evening, had: 
been almoft defiitute of men, on ac« 
count of: the odious bu&nefs of.thc^ 
nation *, whkb, as it docs not engrofsr 
one half of the national repreienta^ 
tives. above five or fix tim^s in a< 
winter, feemcd to have been contrived 
by fome malicious fpell^ on purpofe 
to interrupt this arrangements oi Mf^ 

night. . 



nigi>lt; He abmptly takes his* Icavc;^ 
fdblving, without delay, to quit 4r 
country where public indifference or 
private intereft have infcdled a whole 
people. He is^ however^ told by a- 
a frieiid, who wifhes to prolong hisr 
ftay, that, interefted as public men: 
may bei, it b confiftent with, and eveir 
neccflary ta tiie forwarding of their 
iftterefts, to pronnotc and preferve ge-^ 
neral happincfs ; and that where civiJ 
liberty is enjoyed in the utmoft per- 
feftron,vand the courfc of publicjuftice 
ia uncorrupted, it is an idle refine-' 
menr, efpecially th' fuch an age ar 
that wherein we live, to exprefs our 
diflatisfaflions, if the leading official 
obarafters fhould not be aSuated by 
the pureft motives of patriot virtue r 
that the party which oppofes the 

nieafures 
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^meafures of Adminiftration, whatever 
finay be it's views, is of confiderable 
.ufe in watching the conduft of men 
JA power, and jchecking their irregu- 
dar defigns and difpq(i(ions : and, 
Jaftly, that the apparent indifference 
to the public welfare, which Ihocks 
iiim fo much, in the more general 
orders of the community, proceeds 
from the fulnefs and fccurity of en- 
joynient, rather than any effeminacy 
of fpirit, or infenfibility to the moft 
rational blcffings of life. But our 
patriot, philofopher cannot be made 
to believe that public zeal can be 
dormant beneath public . lukewarm- 
jiefs and private luxury, and boldly 
rtelis his friend, that his confidence 
-of fecurity is fallacious, and that, as 
ifor himfelf, he is rcfolvcd inftantly to 

^quit 
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ftjtrit a people who moft be Onlht 
very verge of ruin, arid whofe dowa^ 
< fal will be more calamitous, as theit 
>-total defiance of danger wUl pfc?Cftt 
them from' taking .any precamions 
dgainft the fatal and approaching 
hour of their dcftruftion'^. 

Kr 

* The foregoing pagca 'afford an cxam*> 
: pie of fevere and pointed pleafantry whidi 
IS not often to be fband in the text of theft 
curious- vDlumei, The Right Hon. Gentle- 
man whofe name precedes it, has^jfince the 
« period^of it's original compofition, been cho* 
' ien to prt&de at the aflembly which appears 
to be the objeA of fuch poignant, and, m 
fome particular inflances, of fuch wclLap- 
. plied allttfion. He was bred to the bar, 
where, I believe, he -was confidered as «a 
young practitioner of confiderable expeda* 
'tions; and at the dofe of the laft war» 
being appointed one of the Commiffionefs 
A to infped the German accounts, he executed 
vthe duties of that employment with fuch 

-ability, 
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Sir C— B r. 

"HpHE annals of modem cxtrata* 
"*^ gance do notrfurnifli any exam- 
ple of a more rapid progrefs to the 
end of a great fortune^ than has been 

exhibited 

ability, as to merit the thanks of tiie Kodc 

< of Coijninoiis, The firfl part of his parlia- 
mentary career waa marked with violent op. 
pofition to government ; and in all the agi- 
tations of the Middlefex eledion he was 
confidered as a moil able fapport to the aa- 
timinifierialjwwers of that notorious period. 

.But he did not long remain in this pofition; 
but veered about, at once, to the Court 

. party, followed, indeed, by the feverc accu- 
fations of his former friends, but confbled by 

*the attainment of.preient favour, and the 
hopes of future reward. He has been 

! placed, if my memory does not fail me, at 
more than one of the public Bqards ; and, 

•<at the opening of the4»refent Parliament, 

vwas 
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<^exhibited by this lavilh Barontt 
<But the fame fpecies of cm)r is 
'marked with a different degree of 
guilt in different men. The prodi- 
gality of vice is of a far deeper dye 
than the prodigality i of folly. The 
one difcovers a corruption of the 
heart, the other only a del u (ion of 
the underftanding. The former cha- 
tafter lofcs all external regard and 
attentioa with his fortune^ and fink^ 

was clewed to be it's Speaker, His parlia- 
mentary knowledge is profound, and his 
abilities are fully adequate to the duties of 
the high office to which he has been ad- 
vanced. But the perfonal confequence and 
importance which gave fuch a commanding 
'dignity to Arthur On/low, and enabled him 
to preferve a folemn and refpe£lful decorum 
in the public proceedings beneath his con- 
itroul, does not appear to have defcended 'to 
«ay of his fucceflbri. 

iiito 
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Auto Hie' very^byft ef coBtempc and 
<^teftaci<»a; while tbe latter retains 
^a cocDtniferaciog reaped which keeps 
bim hom defpair^ and may. af&rd 
.material affiflance in any prafticabb 
endeavours to melicffate his preTeot;^ 
* Of retrieve hb former condition* 

In th« harry of fuch a rtrin z$ that 
sunder my immediate CQtttemplation» 
it is to be hoped that thofe means of 
recovery may he found to exift, 
which are not to be expedbed after a 
4nore deliberate wafte of fortune, 
"When an houfe falls on a fudden^ if 
the owner efcapes without any corpo- 
ral injury, he cannot be faid to be 
entirely undone. Such a calamity is 
grievoes, and the injury he will fuf- 
.:tain muft be great; but many arti- 

VquoVIII. K clcs 
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fcles of value may be dug from ^the 
ruins, which tbemfelvcs may furnifli 
-materials for ereding a lefs ample 
i)ut more fecure habitations vidiile 
-he who difp<^es, as his wants pre;fs, 
jof every, movci^le, and Iclls at laft 
the houfe itfelf, will then find him- 
fclf witKbut any rcfource, nor have 
lone glimmering hopetoiave him 
-from dcfpair f. 

The 

•^ Itwoiild he truly invidious, by a recital of 

^he extraordinary and infatuated means by 

^firhich he accompltfhed hh undoing, to pre. 

.ient an ufelefs retrofpedt at, a time .when this 

amiable Baronet is engaged in an honed and 

refolute plan xs£ Tetricval. The city of 

«E— — •— ,' in vlhefe vicinity his -large cftatc 

M fitua^cd, have|;ivcn a moft honourable tef- 

timony of their regard, by a re-ele6lion of 

'him to be their reprefenratire in parliament 

,at the time of his adverfity. Sir C — B— — i 

iprefent plan of priyate life and^falutary oeco- 

aoiny 
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'^npHERE'is a degree of Knight- 

^'* errantry in fome men's charac- 

•^ters that prevents their acquiring any 

'real honour or rcfpeft throughout 

'the caurfe of their lives. It is neither 

abilities,' nor rafik, not fortune, that 

'will/ccure to any one the cftcem 

-either of individuals or of mankind, 

when they are*acconr>panied with thofc 

irregular difpofitions on which it 

would mark the extremity of folly to 

^•tjomy pfomifee a future and cfFeftual arrange- 
/'Eeiitof his affairs 5 when, I trufi, he will be 
reflored to his former affluence with eve^ 

-advantage that can be derived frcfm pail ex« 

^erience* 

iK 2 depend. 
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tdepend. A fpirk of fenfelefs enter- 
|)ri2;e, the unembarafied facuhy of 
oppoling general fentknents, and the - 
contempt of public reputation^ arc 
not qualities formed to conciliate ei- 
ther regard or admiration^ but^ on 
the contrary, to infpire difguft, ap- 
f>rehenfiont and ter^ror* I do not 
know in what line of life the pofTellbr 
of fuch difpofitions can be profitably, 
agreeably, or honourably employed^ 
and I always expedted^ as I foretold^ 
that * * ♦ ♦ • 

4lF # # # « • 

♦ * » « «F • 

4^ <» « • « « 

^ # « « # « 
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f This geatleitiaii/as it niuft Be univetfally' 
f€tnembtred« Wts a very principal engine of 
govtrrpmieat in the n^& iaiquicoua a»d ud« 
GonfiitutijQnal bufineis of tlye Mkldlefex elec^- 
tton. The purity of hisJntentiom were then: 
affcrted by his friend and patroa the Duke pf 
Irraftoo, the Minifter of that difgraceful pe* 
riod. Butt without contr^diding th«^ minil^- 
eerial deeiaratioB, I ihaU beg leave to cbkrwtf: 
fhat the CelowsiVi virtyes y/ere employed by 
the worft Adminiflration that this country has • 
known fince the elevation of the Houfie of 
Manner to the thro&c of Great- Br itabit The 
gallant gentleman, however, experienced the* 
»egle6t which never fails to overtake thofir 
who have beta the tools of a party which-^ 
wants them no more. When the Sheriffs 
continued to addrefs their fummoae to Mr. 
Wilkes, as Knight of the Shite for Middle- 
fex. Colonel L^--^*- complained to the Houfe 
of Conamona. of the afiront o£fered to them 
K 3; wd 
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Capt. J — L • 

TT is the office of an hiftorian ta^ 
^ difplay, without referve, the re- 
lative qualities, whatever they may 
be, of fuch. perfons as are conne&ed 
with the period whofe traofadlions he 
has undertaken tarelate. If he in* 
terrupts his narration by extraneous 
applaufe or cenfure, he defcends frona 
the temperate dignity of his character 
in yieldii^g to the emotions of per* 
fonal partiality. or refentment. Bur, 

and tolilmlelf, by fuch a flsgtant a6l of dif^ 
obedience to the Speaker's order^ as well at 
the refoiutiom of the Houfe, and demanded 
redfefft :— -but the Miniller difcouraged any 
proceedings in the bufinefs, and left htm to • 
the confolationt of his. awn individual re* 
fcntmeAU. 
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aflJih,hiftory pcrfoftj arc relative tOM 
events, in biographical defcriptioa 
events ara relative to perfons 5 andi 
he vfho undertafees to write the fife 
of an individual mud not omit or 
deviate from • the perfonal qualiti^ 
o£ the character he h en>ployed to 
pourtray. Thefc rcftmints, however^ 
do not affcdt the general obfervcr of/ 
mankind, who examines the puffing; 
charafters of the worid to improve- 
himfclf rather than to inHrud others^, 
to exercifis his mind, or to fix tn his^> 
memory certain.oginions of men and 
things, for future and in(lanuneou$ 
application. He- is content to attaeb 
the imprcffion of feme leading pro-, 
minent feature or circumftance fuita- 
ble to his purpofe, without troubling 
Mmfelf with doubtful minutias,. ufc* 
K.4, lc& . 
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I do not wUh to coAfider* this hp«- 
hourablc gentleman in an^ other 
point of view than z$ «A* ^^rc^. 
brave, and fl^itfulxofficer, who doe^ 
bofiour^ to the naval profcffioa :*# . 



* By the aitfd maimeria which tlds tefti^ 
iBony to the merit o£ Capt. L-^ •-^ is iotno- 
Auccd by the R-*-— pen, jft mtgbt t>e ahnoft 
imagined, thi^t the poffibiiity4>f thw work be* 
log publilhed was, kifome degree, forefeen,. 
There are private as well as public, moral J 
a^ well as political, reafons, why bis MajeHy 
ibould not refle^ywith partial fatiftf8£tion» , 

t>n any branch of the L-^ family ; and it 

may, perhaps, mark a fuperiority to little 
prejudices that feme of them are promoted^ 
in his fervice. 

It affords me extreme fatis faction, that, at 
the moment^^ when this (heet was pi^paring for 

tkp 



(^ «37 )^ 



The HomJ.B f.. 

MANY of: thofe wxiters who haye- 
dubbed themfelves policiciansj^ 
are i^ry much difpleafed with certain, 
official, pcrfbns- whom they.chufe Jta» 

caU. 

tiffe prefs, i»n account of Cjapt. LuttrelV Itie^ 
gaUant exploit was delivered to the pabHc^ 
In a fmglerfiigate he attacked a liiie of battle* 
x>f five (hips, confjfting of VEurope, of 3l|# 
gtins, an Jmericonbng of 14 guns, the JIfofc 
iHB^^frv, a^4ggun two-decker, armed fn,flutf^ 
monntiDg on iier anain deck 2^ long twelve-- 
pounders, ^nd fouriix poundqrson her<}uar<«. 
ter deck; the Akxsndir of 24 guns, and the; 
Dauphin of 28 guns. He difperfed the whole^- 
of this fuperior forcci and. took the Menagite 
and Alexander. This event brings back to 
our minds the Grenvilles^, the Tyrreh^ and th€v 
Forefts^ of former wars J nor do I record it 
here with the vain hope of adding to the 
farae-of the gallant officer, but to fecure to 

this 
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call the puppets of the ftate^ nayV- 
fome of, the more profbund' among;, 
them have dared to enrol the Sove- 
reign himfelf among the number^ ^ 
j)plitical automatons. Though the- 
p]ure and patriot fpirit of fuch fcru- 
pulous perfons may be offended withf 
the pageantry which fome of the: 
wifeft legiflator^. have thought to be 
rcquifite to the dignity of govern- 
ment) they will, perhaps, give their 
kind permifHonto the puppets, of- 
a Court, and allow fome external 
pomp, and decoration to be neccflary- 
to the palaces andftate of mor- 
luirchs. . 

t^is volume one page at Icaft, which, whea 
it meets the reader's eye, will not fail to call : 
furtluthe patiiot cranrports of hia heart. 

TJlCr 



Tlife qualifications for Court attcft*- 
cknce are not in-* the firft clafs of^ 
lAiman virtues. The greater part c£^ 
thbfe who corapofc the royal train, . 
hiave little more to do than to drefi . 
welli to walk upright, to bowobfiS'. 
quious, to Ihape an- humble fmile^, 
and to be filcnt*; 

Lord: 

* This is no unpleafaht picture of a pie^p- 
courtierr But it is not only the duty of 
this honourable, Gentleman to drefs well himv 
feif,— 'it is his office, alfo, to. take care that 
liismafler does the fame, in which depaFtv 
ment of his fervice, , however, he does not 
always fucceed. . As, for the reft ,of his dtr 
Toirs, he performs them. to admiration. 

1 have ever obferved^ that the gentleman 
who receives, throughout life« the diminu- 
tive appellation jof his chriflian name^.Js lit* 
tie more than a good-natured, .eafy^ trifling 
charadler. I do not believe that the whole 
tnoop of Tommietf Billies, and Jemmieu can 

produce. 
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Lord M — — ^* 

Jt CCORDING to th« Chinefr 
r^^ proverb-^^* cf an hundred rick 
mfin, ti^r^ hnot ^ne who if not an op^ 
freffhr himfilf^ or tUfonof^n oppref- 
Jpr^^'-Ai this oriental opinion were 

produce one perfoQ of real importance from 
among them. Great labour and perfevering. 
refolutiOQ can alone efface a mark which is 
fiamped by concurrent and cotemporaryopmi* 
on. J— — y, however, is an inoffenfive, well- 
bred, folemn perfonage, who. totaUy deftituce 
of the gift of tongues, finds a mofl happy 
employment in offering his daily ceremonU 
ousi homage to the Cli^s and Terpfiehores of the 
Gpera^Houfe. It fo happened, that his elder 
and younger brothers were Peers, while he 
fialked between them both an honourable 
Commoner. But he is, at length, raifed to • 
Mbe fame dignity, and adds another grain of. 
blemoity to the Houfe of Lords*. 

to* 



t6lx sppMid to the cbarAaers tifi 
H^eftcrn world, it might be fovmd^ 
perhaps, to arife from that c6urfe ksS . 
human affah^ which is univerflkl in 
all civilized nations, whatever miiif 
be their laws, cuftoms, and rel^ibn;; 
or whatever' part of the globe it mijr 
be their lot to inhabit. This noble 
Lord^ for example, is rich, which » 
the fir ft article of the propofitiqn :*«-^ 
the queftion naturally follows, I't*^ 
of an"oppreffive charadter P^— Do(^ 
•he treat thofe who are fubjedt td him 
with an har(h or unreafonable fev^- 
tity, for the purpofe of encreafing 
his fortune ? — A ready negative is st 
liand to fuch a demand. — Is he, then, 
the fon of a man who acquired hk 
imtpenfe wealth by oppreffive in- 
ifluencc?— The anfwcr may be df 

4idif- 
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4idifitrfnt nature, from the former: 
the fufpicions of mankind may^ pep- 
haps, be found to, glance at an^afiir- 
xnadve. 

Various are the motives which urge 
'^nankJnd to fuch an aftivity of exer- 
tion -in the acquifition of wealth! 
JSome look with anxious de(ire to at* 
lain the importance which riches 
.bring along with them : others con- 
iider it as the means of procuring 
the comforts and 4>leafures of life: 
while there are many, whofe pride, 
Jefs attentive to themfelves and their 
own. period, looks with ardour to- 
wards the laftiqg eilablilhment of 
.their name and family, and who build 
» the fupcrftrufture of great wealth,, as 
'^foundation for the honour and cities 

I .of 
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^^f their defcendants. If the latter 

t object was among the Jriews of this 

-nobleman'^ father, his fon has fully 

completed it, by adding the peerage 

<of afifterrkingdom to his hereditary 

rank. He may, indeed, have improved 

^upon the paternal plan by the fump- 

tuous manner V in which he fuftains 

.the firft-rate fplcndor of the man rf 

cfalhionf. 

Sir 



f I enquired of a man of the worUy who 
"liapp^ned to call upon me while the forego* 
-ing article was under my conHderation, what 
a^as the fplendor of a man of fafhion? and he 
anfwered, without the leaft hefltation, that it 
'>€onfi{led.of a'fioe houfe in town, a fine place 
.in the country, and fuperb equipages; a beav- 
■ tiful wife, who is admired by all the world, 
-and a handfome miftrefs who intrigues with 
^half the town. A little occafional gaming, 
/ he faid| mi]{ht add to the portrait ; and a fenr 

^decent 
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jfT is related by PhtatfcA, thtf Sm- 
.* r«w, tke Partbmn Gencrel, and 

the braveft man of the natiO0,^patnted 

his face. An attention to perfboal 
^tkcoration is not always inconfiftent 
^'iiYk real courage. The fame men 

are, oftentimes, equally c]ualified to 
' jhine in the elegance of luxurious life, 

to bear the hardships of war, and to 

'decent mortgages would complete it. My 
iiluftration of the ezpreffion woiild iMive ta* 

' ried, in fome degree, froni that whic^ I have 
given ; but it is my wi(k,;at all ttmety to pro- 
fit from fuperior information. As to Sir 
M— — L— , the father of this nobleman, 

'the a6ld that he di^, and the "weahh that be 
acquired, are they not recorded in the chro- 
nicles, and continually lamented by the heir 
of the houie of S«k.^«i»^^ ? 

Encounter 
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"^^ncouoter the dangers of battle. Tize 

::^aUaQt fpirit which, ia the piping 
cimes of peace/ &atl delight io caper 
in a hdhs cbimber to the lafciviaui 

:pkqftn^ of a^luH:^ when roufed by the 
trumpet's clangor^ mayiquit, without 
a figh, the filkeft'coucb, put on thie 
bruifed acmpur, and hurry to the 

afield- 

The tiatural diftiitdion between 
the vanity of fancy and the vanity of 
the mind* is obvious to the moft 
tranfient obfcrvacion. The forrocr 
may be confidcred as an idle, amu-* 
^ve fpoft, and the poflbflbr of it will 
himfelf Join i^ ihe good-humoured 
laugh which it's caprices may infpire. 
It is a trouble ^htch he is ever ready 
to throw from him when any ferious 

voL.¥iiu h 4m 
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'duty demands the unimportant facii- 

'fice. But the latter is an unmanly 
quality, fcrioufly attentive to littte 

'things, and finds affront in the unr- 
applauding (tare of blunt fimplicity* 

'I need not add, that the man wht) 
poflclTes it muft'be rncapaBle of that 
tnagnanimity which is the foul <3f 
military exertion. Such a one is 
merely qualified for the moft inani- 
mate and ftationary cmploymaits of 
civil life. 

I am difpofed to adopt the opinion, 
rthat there is a very effential difference 
between the perfon who forms a 
mode of external appearance for him- 
felf, and the petit mdltre who is a 
flavc to the fafhion of the day. The 
fformcr may have a tindlure of the 

\ ridirfilous 
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rtidiculous about him ; but it is far 
'inor^-aiaoly to-adopc an innoceit fm- 
gularity for onefelf, than, like the 
ktter, to become the ape of odiett 
(follies, and be continually KuQtlng thb 
variations of Fafiiion through every 
idle metamorphofis of^chat caprkious 
Daemon, I could purfue this idea 
"ftill further, but the application mjght 
prcfs fo hard upon anothcfias to. pro^ 
duce no fmall degree of iinavailifig 
mortification to tnyfclf *• 

: • -To fiiffcr a perfon,^ fufpeflcd of bei»g a 
coxcomb from principle, to be appointed to 
igreac military command, is trifling with tbe 
honour of » brave army. The General, whofe 
'name is on the foregoing page, whatever VMty 
•be bis perfonal foibles, has his virtues, ainl 
-^to them he owed the Nation which, till ef 
ilate, gave no fmall dignity to his chara^ler, 
«4ind the-ribbaiKi wh\$h ^iU -eoatUlUM to dqr 
X 2 * 'isoriktc 
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IT AM never at my eaie when wof 
^ tbiiig tike party, or a.iubmiffioA 
to the prcfertnccs ^ party, operates 
4n appoiutments olF great coDcem 

and 

• cortte his peribn. He hit l^ipg beenrtbe ia- 
limate friend of Lord G — C . ■, and prt- 
icrired his atiachmenc to him, at the^terft 
and difgiaceful iBomeot, when to ackno«r» 
ledge his friendlbip was almoft confidered, 
^'^ the nation. At large^ as the partaking of 
his diihonour. That nobleman, on his ad* 
vancement to civil power, did not forget hit 
^friend, and, from a fenfe of iib^ private fide* 
lity, recommended him to public honour, and 
rewarded him with public emolument. When 
uG^— -^ — I — «— , with all the ceremony of 
AStraJhurg {nuff, which he emphatically calk 
:hi8 ragout^ was ufed to declare, fhat, if ever 
he (hould poflefs the high honour of the Red 
fRibbon, be ngj^ld «fae ^moft attentive to the 
' . contrivaaec 
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sod importance. Intrinfic merit ffioold^ 
be the fole recommendation to pub^ 
tic confidence ;. and the Minifterwhov 
wants fu&ieot refolutioR to fupporc; 

cpntnTaiicet>f deaths w2io&coatra(led<'iq!olours^ 
would render it truly confpicuous. Not ono 
Qf.his-va]!tOiMy..fucoeffivey..aRd iinilingaudi-- 
t9n could poffibly fufped that' the oppprtu-» 
nity; would eprer happen^ when bt ihoi^d put^ 
1A% nagoaiiiinoiit wialudon in pra^ice. But f 
the firange event has a^ually arrived, and • 
Sir J— pit)vci luinielf a aMm of fcoeoury byv 
keeping hit word wkfai the ribband, and giv- 
ing It e;rery advantage of adjufttDeBt and co« 
tour which the inoft grafecM vamty^an con-^ 
trive. It is from' this honourable motive that-' 
he difplays fuCh a tco^uettiih negtigeace of- 
Akt fMning JzuXet, and gives (b decided %^ 
preference to the xa^f 4tEr7i«ffrf «reg^entals of'' 
the French army* The perfons who fumiibr- 
ed his late fnpcrb town.roaniioit^ night be 
good uphol defers, but /they were bad politi- 
cians, to give ii^ largiS' a credit upon the^ 
Afeengi^ ol the late Miniftry :^-they fell from 
. i* 3 power, 
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Hs owii judgment, is not qualified! 
for his office. . Such a .man^. in facm. 
fking his conviftion to partial fncci^.. 
jel^s, forfeits the truft repbfed in;hiaH., 
und betrays his country *. . 
# 

When any of the regular offi(%» 
of the State become vacant, the difi.. 
ficul^ of finding proper pprfons to* 
mi them, is act great. Diligence, in^ 

power, the Knight 4oft his place, and -all the 
•Iplendid furniture, after fix nionthsidle pa« 
rade, was configned to the auctioneer, for the 
i>enefit of the honeft people whohad never . 
beenpaidibrit. 

t * Lord 'ChaUum mz.% pC^the fame» opinion^ . 
and, therefore, quitted his poft the moment 
'Chat he was over- ruled in the Cabinet. BitC 
iucceedifig^ Minifters have not poifefTed hta 
abilities or magnanimity,— ^and the natign ia . 
falling from tliat glory to which he.- had 
*ttjfcdjt* , 

ccgrity,. 



*grky, and the common knowlcdgj* 
of every gentleman, are fuificient qua- 
Jifications to perfprm the duties o£. 
iuch employments^^ It is the bufincfs 
of thofe who are engaged ia the fuii^- 
perintendence of any department, to 
direfik and watch ovGr^the- official fub^ 
Sterns, to wbona the executive la- 
bours 4re ailigned ; and if» . from the 
.want of due experience, or otherxir^ 
cumftances, they (hould, at any time^ , 
,ftand in need of inftrudion, the rc^ 
quifite affiflance is ever at hand. . 

But it fometimes happens^. that the 
exigencies of. the State may require 
a temporary political charadter which ■ 
jnuftbc created for the purpofe; or 
they may demand the employment ^ 
of one or more of the public fervants, 
L 4v 10 ^ 
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ifr a new and unexpedcd ' £tene ou 
nAiofl. To eocreafe the imppitance 
of the occafion, tbe field of duty, 
may beyjieceflarily^ at fuch adiftaoce 
from the firft Iburce of council and 
direflion^as to leavestnuch, imdr^per- 
hapsy an eiTeiuial part of the buGoefs 
to the difcrction and wifdom of; the 
perfoq employed to condud it. To 
find a man duly qu^fied for fucb a 
ikuation, whether it may, in the fiifi: 
iniitance, require a military, naval, pr 
civil charaAer, is not the work of a. 
day; — ttbe talk is arduous, and» in 
times like our own, Js attended with 
almoft iniuperable difficulties. . 

The prefcnt moment demands fuch 
an irregular fervice. The revolted in- 
l^abitants of America muft, if pofli- 

blc. 



Hi^ be recluced to obedienee tij^ 
force of arin»« if^ lenient meafurcs; 
prove iDeJBS:&ual to convince them of 
tlieir error fi Were the public f«r» 
vice in want' of an able and aAive 
General to : comaiand an ex^peditioa^ ' 
againft the natural enemy, fuch an . 
officer might beioanaed in the inftant 
of projefting a plaa of operations^. 
Th>feIBonaL talents, and perfonal 
bravery, aw theone only appropriate 
cpatifications foi». luch a duty. The- 
love of bis country he would po£fefii\ 
in common with every inhabitant of : 
the empire. Bui it is not the. mere 

+ Thcfe obfervations appear to hare bcea - 
written at the time whea.the H-^s were ap* 
pfnnted to take the America command ; and^ 
irom various circumftancesi I am difpofed to 
filfpe^ an iaterpolatiom . 

foldier^ 
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22ildier^. bowever brave oricientiBciir 
the arc of war^.who wiU.be qualified 
to take upon him the. command of 
the Bcitiih army, now employed to 
aflert the rights of, the mother?* 
country over her rebellious children^ 
and his own revolted, brethren. He 
is to appear in the field., with the 
fword in one hand^.and the olive- 
branch in. the other. HemuIlpofle6 
the inftruments of vengeance, as well 
as reconcUiatioa; andlhould have an 
eqgal capacity. to wield the one» aa 
to prefent the other. He is to be 
the miniftcr of peace, or the. engine 
of war ; and if he knows not the 
art of foothing the fpirit of rebeinon 
by moderate and wife negotiations^ 
as^LWcll as-of crufhing oppofition by 

tfa^ 



tWc tcrror<of. his armsy be is^ot tht' 
^tnan to whom Great-Britain fhould* 
cmruft the important commifiioiu 

There are. alfo other circumfiances ^ 
for fubordinate confideration, which 
may. be of no common utility in 
forwarding, the. various beneficial x]e- 
%ns of this momentous appoiii^- 
nent. Endearing manners and per-^ 
ional virtues will be ofvcflential fer- 
vice* An acknowledjged magnani- 
mity of charader wiUJbave it's effeft* 
Every means of irritating the deluded 
.rebel mu& be. cautioufly. avoided;, 
and it may be fuppo&d to have a 
loftcning influence on the enraged 
American^ .when he knows that the 
Jpn« , vfha commands the. army, of 
, . his> 
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ffis^ oflcnd^' SovtreigOf poflifles^ ^ 
refohitiotiy wheit die fword is un^- 
fiieathed, tx> apply tt with Ttgoor;. 
that he is equally attentive to-leflea^ 
the horrors of war, to reftraio the? 
liccntioufnefs of' armed meo^ to pre- 
jferve- an wholefome difeipliML; and< 
that he pre&rs the pakn to the- 
laurel. 

Itwifi not, d%. betray an uiirea- 
ibnable ofif idle precaution, to confi-^ 
^r that the manners of a.gfeat past, 
of the Amerieans haw a deep tme^ 
ture of calvintftieal fcverity. A per^ 
fon, therefore^ of a decent exterior, , 
and of moral virtue, at - Icaft^ would 
be the beft calculated to gain that 
eA^em among tbemi which muft be 

thcr 
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:^e ibre-ruiiner of a coofidcoce dTea* 
cti^ CO any^prppofitions of accommo* 
datioA* 

I ouy tiow dk the :ierious quef* 
tioo^ whether the hoaoand>le Geoerfl 
^ho is apppiftted to command the 
>Briti(h army in Aniericaj and beaFt 
with him 'the impoitant commiflioa 
to reftore, by every lenient endea* 
vour» the 'foraier prosperity of the 
colonies, pofiefles^the qualifications 
•Tcquifite to difcbarge the arduous du- 
ties of the tworfold chara&er with 
which be is invefted > If he fliould 
be endued with the knowledge and 
accompliihments necefiary to the talk: 
>he has undertaken to fulfil^ — has he 
no improper bias from particular, 
f pcrfonal attochments> rooted Qpnions^ 



'Cr Tormcr public declarations ?«-^ii 
there any doubt concerning the nai 
ture of his political fentitnents?— ^Do 
the circutnftanccs of his paft life af- 
^d a reafonable ttopt that he will 
/prove z facceftful Mimftcr to hfs 
xx)untry ? — In Ibort, Is he anrmated 
^ch an unqueftionable zeal to anfwer 
the purpofes of thegovernment that 
employs him? — Thefe are queftions 
"which mcrft have been repeatedly 
'agitated by thofe Miniilers whofe 
immediate concern it was to arrange 
all the circumftanccs of this appoint- 
ment; and I nioft dtvxyotly hope, 
that the honourable Gcnerars con- 
'duft will, in due time, give a fatis* 
*faftory anfwer to them all. 

vl have iny ardent wiffies !— My 

^zealoua 
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rzcalous confidence has, I truft, fome** 
^hat of a folid foundation, Ncvep*- 
thclefs, I am not without very dif- 
-couraging monients of apprchenfion'. 
The choice of this officer was the 
-more readily ^adopted, as it might 
•provfe the means of fofiening the op^ 
pofifion of a party, with whom he 
k connefted, and by whophe is ef- 
-tecmed; That party, therefore, who 
•have, by rhcir clamiX^urs at home, fo- 
mented rebellion abroad, mayihare 
in his bread, with the Minifters of 
^his Sovereign, the gratitude that is 
due forthe didinguifhed flation to 
which he has been advanced. His 
* fenfe of obligation being thus divided, 
may operate infenfibly upon his fu- 
ture coridud, which, from the ob- 
/jeds of bis commifllofl, -cannot be 

^confined 



cxmfined whbin prefcribcd fio^' bae 
0iuft be left, in tt^gteac degree» to his 
own pleafure. I am Ml afiefted by 
the gloom of^adeipondiog inoKnent, 

' vhen I forefee the poflibUicy of fitu»» 
tioii$, in which^perphadty may pro* 
duce languor, or diftra&^hc energies 

' of public duty% Should fueh^ fufpi* 

<^ dons be^prophetic9««-wbat an afied* 
Ing change will fifllowt from the ea- 

^ gernefs ofrprefent expe&adon, to the 
anguiih of future di£ippointment» 

If I ^ere tx> communlbate thefe 
"infmaacions^ they would, in all pro- 
^bability, be accufedof premature fc- 
-verity ; and 1 might be told, that«a 
^ienfe of perfpnal honour, and the 
facred bond of public engagement, 
- CTcn 4f thci:e Oiould be no other^ 

ought 
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ought to be confidered as a fufficicot 
iecurity againft all alarm. It may be 
(o I but the hiftory of party, in tbffe 
Icingdomsy tells another ftory, and is 
fufficient to jultify any and every ap- 
prchenfion •. 

<* The whole of the American war hat beea 
Jh UDfortunate, that whatever part becomes a 
fubje^ of confideration, it ferves but to s^roufe 
the utmoft feverity of indsgnatioQ againft 
$hoCe men who have been employed to con- 
du6l it. The appointment of General G->— 
to the command of the American army, was 
diflated by the humane wiih to fpare the ef« 
fufion of blood. That officer had redded manjr 
years in the colonies, where he had married 
a lady from one of the bed families ; and had 
not only lived in the habits of friendfhip with 
the principal inhabitants, but had condudUd 
himfelf in fuch a manner as to have obtained 
the refpcBt of all ranks among them^ Such 
a man was well calculated to conciliate by 
gende means, but not to fubdue by force. 
He failed of fuccefi, and Geaeral H — was 
Vol. VIIL M diofen 



(tdbpten to (ticcfed him. The'COBneAion» 4SF 
'4h^/frf^tr toj^mefica occafion^d his appoim- 
. ittni I that of the laHer arofe from hit con. 
•dofttoDS at home. 

At thin period theliuromsiry of the EngliSh 

. toation was awakened towards their: Tranfat* 

. laotic hrethreo. The war was lan uopopular 

Irar ; the fenrioc, therefore, of thofe who 

were eipployed in it was. an uBpopular fel"* 

> vice, and continued to be fo till America 
^•ihrew herfelf into the afms of .Fiance, aod 
-made a oomtnon ca^ife whh the natural ent' 

mm of OrbHt^Sritain. Onidiii account, ic 
. tnight be ntceffary to. hiitkiour Jlie general 
T-temper of the. People, as wdlJit to aim ac 
.foothing the inveteracy of Qppoiitiofi, by fix- 

• Ibg upoii> an oiBcer of popular difpofitions, 
. and whofe political conneaioos hiight take 

away all flUj^icion of hu being the blind 
.engine of AdmifiiSratibb. At was, indeed, 

• very geoerally /uppofed, that G— — -— I 
H— *s acceptance ojf the eomraand implicdva 

> tacit approbation from the party with whom 
he had been connefted ; and the letter he 
.wrote to Nottingham on the occafion, and 

v>wiiic1i his been fince piiblHhed, confirms ihe 

^Qprtet J of 6ichra copjefiure. 



At lengtkthe General arrWevhi 'Americii^ < 
with powers that were then thought fufficient ' 
to compofe the fubfifting differcncef, and* 
tJkes upon him 'the command of as^ne anM 
army as, for it's Dumber«i was eirer feen oa ' 
a field 6f btlttkv < But he emp%ed neither ' 
the one nor the other with fucoeft* He^' 
cou)d not make peace, and he did not make - 
unM-. The Aimmers were confumed In fa- 
tiguing, expenfive,' and ufelefr eperations ; - 
the winters pafled away- in luf^ and Tukurjr* ' 
If his campaigns had been thdfe ofJffi^niMi 
htt might, like" that Hero, in his repofc fromr * 
toil, hate mingled rofes with his tat>reh, and - 
his country would imt ha?e reproached hirn*.'^ 
I have read hti^ defence/ and found not the" 
expected juftification. I have perufed, with ' 
e^ual attention, Kft'i G— — ^-^ obfervationK* 
uponiti and guilt is in every page of that* 
eiamination. Sometimes genius and know-p- 
ledge are deficient for the cQmpletioa of im-- 
portant enterprize i fometimes only opportu- 
nkies, and fometimes inclination. • The flrli) i 
kts animated and lhii«ewd obfcrver dedarcs he 
poflTefTed, and endeavours to prove hts BiTe f-^ - 
tion by very (Iriking examples :— the fecond 
ilinually prefented themfelvto bcforahim.' 



( 't^4 > 

Is It poffible that the laft ilone fliould be 
found wanting ? 

It cannot be denied, that G— — — H— 
iras beloved in his army ; but did the efteem 
of his ibldiers arife from having been led by 
him to frequent ^iGtotyy or from a relaxation 
of difciplinei which, though it may gratify 
the paffions of men ufcd to rigid feverity» 
encreafes the adverfe fpiiit of hofttUty, and 
difgraces the military name. The Fete which 
was given to the departing commander, by 
the officers of his late amy, was oqt the fc&U 
Tal of Vidory, who wiihed to decorate the 
adieus of an hero who had covered her with 
laurels ; — ^it was the idle pageantry of Folly—* 
it was the fantaftic applaufe of grateful Plea- 
fure. 

On his return to England, the Miniftry, 
who were much diflatisfied with his ilU 
fuccefj, had not the courage to enter into a 
ferious and adive examination of his con^ 
duft. The Oppofition bullied,— and the Ge- 
neral, who had thrown himfelf into their 
arms for protedion, held a moderate Ian- 
guage of defiance. An inadequate body of 
evidence was prefenied to the Houfe of 
Commons, which cndecl in (lothing. The 

bafiled 
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MM Mintftry were glad to get rid of tlia 
buiinefs; the Minority enjoyed a hSdoaa 
triunapb ; and, while more itnportant object 
arofe to engage their refpeftive attentions*—- 
SirW— — — — H— funk at once into fuch pro- 
found 6blirion» that the ftar upon his breaft 
coald not irradiate the gloom of hit own 
petty atmoiphere.— — The prefent Admini:^ 
ftration have recalled him to employment^ 
but they have thought proper,, at the fame 
time, to throw out an apology for a promo- 
tion which furprifed many, and has been ap- 
plauded by few.^-It has been authoritatively 
aiTerted, that the necelTary fenrices of a ^reat 
Naval Officer could not be obtained upon any 
other conditions.— The following fpi- 
rited epitome of military errors in America 
occurs to me at this moment, and» with the 
infertion of it, I (hall conclude thefe obferva* 
tionSy and this volume. 

If Sir W H~ had fomfied the 

bills round Boftouy he could not have been 
drfven from it ; — had he purfued his vic- 
tory at Longldandy he had ended the rebel- 
lion ;— bad he landed above New- York, not 
a man could have efcaped him; — had he 
bought the Americans at the Brunx, he waa 

furt 



fiira of ii nflory i^lai be ^o-0|irf atW MtV^ 
tlie northorn arinyi he had fared it i or ha4>' 
he gone to Pbikdclphia- by \w^ ht bad 
/•aiacd Mr« Waihtngtoo aad bta forcett but * 
at be did Dooe of ibefa tbiogty bad be^ bcei^^ 
configned to bb grav^^ inftead of being (ena 
tm Amerkayw-maoy t^ fiream of bloodf^maajr. 
ft miUson of trearure» and a 4oDg iieriet oi^* 
^Aooour^badbeea favaiU^bif coutttiy. 
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